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Ave Maria

A BIG KIND OF SMALL TOWN

A LEAGUE
OF HER OWN

Barbara moved with her husband to Ave
Maria, but lost him to cancer alittle over a
year ago. “He was the golfer. I'd just ride
along and caddy. But | started to play, and
then | started a league.” She is the leader
of the Ladies Wednesday Golf League at
Panther Run. “It started with four of us who
wanted to play together. It's grown to
about 140. We really have a great time. You
don't have to have a handicap, just a good
attitude. Everyone is very supportive.”

Getting out there with friends and
making new ones is part of life in
Ave Maria—A Big Kind of Small Town.

Visit more than 25 model homes / New Homes from the High $200s - $800s / Create

On-site Schools / 2 Championship Golf Courses




your story in Ave Maria: 239.352.3903 - AveMaria.com

Water Park / Town Center / Shopping and Dining
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A RARE OrPORTUNITY RESERVED

FOR THE FEwW, THE TiME To SELECT
Your ResiDENCE 1s Now.

As an icon rises along the Vanderbilt Beach skyline, there will be a new
address in Naples to surpass all others. With coastal residences of unrivaled
space and finishes, 50,000 square feet of inspired amenities, and impeccable
service by the first name in luxury, every moment of every day will be yours

to enjoy at The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Naples.

Occupancy Early 2026

S, NAPLES ARE NOT OWNED, SOLD OR DEVELOPED BY THE RITZ-CARLTON C OR ITS AFFILIATES (“THE RITZ-CARLTON"). STOCK RESIDENCES, USES THE RITZ-CARLTON MARKS UNDER A LICENSE
HAS NOT (0 E ACCURACY OF ANY OF THE ST S OR RE HEREIN. ORAL REPRESENTATION RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE
SHroRTINTY DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTIO LORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY THE DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. ALL RENDERINGS AND PLANS ARE
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THE RITZ-CARLTON
RESIDENCES

NAPLES

The best time to select one of these incomparable homes for yourself is now.

Call or visit the Sales Gallery today.

2355 Vanderbilt Beach Road Suite 106, Naples, Florida 34109 Phone 239-249-6260
The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Naples RCRNaples.com




THE RITZ -CARLTON
RESIDENCES

ESTERO BAY

The shore
less traveled

("The Ritz-Carlton”). LB Estero Bay Investments, LLC uses The Ritz-Carlton marks under a license from The Ritz-Carlton, which has not
DEVELOPMENT GROUP o firmed the accuracy of any of the statements or representations made herein.

| LON DO N BAY The Ritz-Carlton Residences, Estero Bay are not owned, sold or developed by The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, LL.C. or its affiliates




‘.ail"!’g
=

NOW UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

Introducing a new kind of away. Just north of well known. Beside the protected shores of Estero Bay, Florida’s first

aquatic preserve. Where life feels truer to nature. More private and peaceful. And supported by impeccable Ritz-Carlton

hospitality. Nestled in the emerging coastal village of Saltleaf on Estero Bay, these refined tower residences offer a
rare blend of curated living and unspoiled nature. Walk to your private lagoon for cocktails. Or the marina for a fishing
excursion. To extraordinary games of golf. Or hikes through a nature preserve. But whatever the day brings, the best place

to end up is your balcony, for sunset over Estero Bay. From the $3 millions. Secure your home now at the Sales Gallery.

TheResidencesEsteroBay.com | 239.788.0155

OPEN DAILY | 5000 COCONUT ROAD BONITA SPRINGS, FLORIDA 34134




444 taylor
morrison.

Find your happy place in Naples

Find your new home with us in Naples! Nature-based amenities, endless sunshine, and an

appealing combination of small-town charm and easy city access are just the beginning.
With over 100 years of experience, you can rest assured we'll build the right home for you.

e et
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Lifestory Research’ Bradenton

National Home Buildel

— 2016-2025 — .
Punta Gorda

FLORIDA REGION . Fort Meyers
Bella Via Cape Coral .
Esplanade by the Islands
Esplanade Lake Club
Esplanade at Starling
The Cove at West Port
Seahaven Naples

Scan to explore .

Naples communities

. ) . i644 taylor »
taylormorrison.com espLaNADE. YARDLY M morison  GINSPIRED

3; @ Taylor Morrison received the highest numerical score in the proprietary Lifestory Research 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025 America’s Most
U == Trusted® Home Builder study. Your experiences may vary. Visit www.lifestoryresearch.com. Please see a Taylor Morrison Community Sales Manager or visit www.taylormorrison.
com for further licensing or other details (as applicable). Not an offer to sell in any jurisdiction where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. ©February 2025, Taylor Morrison, Inc., an Equal
Housing Builder. All rights reserved. 8849



£ o

Luxury 3-Story Condos Now Selling

Complete with private elevators and boat docks

Enjoy a year-round waterfront lifestyle at Seahaven, an exclusive condo community just minutes
from Downtown Punta Gorda and Fisherman’s Village. These 3-story luxury condos feature private
elevators and oversized 1-car garages. Select homes even offer private boat docks!

New luxury waterfront condos now selling from the high $400s

Seahaven Sale Center

1624 Compass Pointe Ct., Building 2, Unit
206, Punta Gorda, FL, 33950

Scan to explore
Seahaven

SeahavenTM.com | NaplesOnline@taylormorrison.com | 941.789.5126

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THIS NEWSPAPER AD AND TO THE DOCUMENTS
REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS ARE ARTIST'S RENDERINGS. DETAILS AND FIELD VARIATIONS ARE SUBJECT
T0 CHANGE.

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE APPROXIMATE, AND ALL FLOOR PLANS AND DEVELOPMENT PLANS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. THERE ARE VARIOUS METHODS FOR CALCULATING THE TOTAL SQUARE FOOTAGE OF A CONDOMINIUM UNIT, AND DEPENDING ON THE METHOD OF CALCULATION, THE
QUOTED SQUARE FOOTAGE OF A CONDOMINIUM UNIT MAY VARY BY MORE THAN A NOMINAL AMOUNT. THE DIMENSIONS STATED IN THIS NEWSPAPER AD ARE MEASURED TO THE EXTERIOR BOUNDARIES OF THE EXTERIOR WALLS AND THE CENTERLINE OF INTERIOR DEMISING WALLS
AND, IN FACT, ARE LARGER THAN THE DIMENSIONS OF THE “UNIT” AS DEFINED IN THE DECLARATION OF SEAHAVEN OF PUNTA GORDA CONDOMINIUM ASSQCIATION, INC., WHICH IS MEASURED USING INTERIOR MEASUREMENTS.

%.l @ Al information (including, but not limited to prices, views, availability, school assignments and ratings, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments, and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings,
Ul = mm tanates and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change, or delay without notice. Price(s) shown may not reflect lot premiums, upgrades and options depending on stage of construction. All homes are subject to prior
sale. Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Please see a Taylor Morrison Community Sales Manager for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional state and community specific disclaimers, licensing information and other details (as applicable). ©
February 2025, Taylor Morrison of Florida, Inc. CBC1263209. All rights reserved. 8849
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Theres a lot that
goes Into our name.

—r—

STOCK

Defining Southwest Florida
since 2001

From exquisite luxury branded
properties and award-winning
residential communities to
impeccably built one-of-a-kind
homes, no other regional developer
and builder has done as much
to shape the Southwest Florida
landscape as STOCK. That's
because our vision for perfection is
the same as yours, and the homes
we create reflect that in design,
detail, and unmatched dedication

to quality and craftsmanship.

e

STOCK CUSTOM HOMES | STOCK LUXURY HOMES

STOCK RESIDENCES | STOCK LUXURY APARTMENT LIVING

2639 PROFESSIONAL CIRCLE | SUITE 101
NAPLES, FL 34119 | 239.592.7344

StockDevelopment.com

BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOMED. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS
@ CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE
o REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT

REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD
BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY
SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE
FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR
LESSEE. NOT AN OFFERING WHERE PROHIBITED BY
STATE LAW. PRICES AND COMMISSIONS SUBJECT
TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.




PHELAN 3 GREAT LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED RESTAURANTS

Elll\ilxl“-g S PHELANBRANDS.coM [} @

SW FLORIDA
LOCATIONS:

Bonita Springs
Ft. Myers Beach

Gulf Coast
Town Center

Marco Island

Marina at
Edison Ford

Naples - Tin City

Tarpon Point
- Cape Coral
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“Restrictions apply. See server or ful detalls.

LAKEWOOD RANCH
1540 Lakefront Dr.
(941) 877-2234

CASEY KEY
482 Blackburn Point Rd.
(941) 770-3337

FORT MYERS
14040 McGregor Blvd.
(239) 689-5474

NAPLES
8777 Tamiami Trail N.
(239) 880-3337

MARCO ISLAND
760 N. Collier Blvd., Ste. 105
(239) 235-7497

NAPLES
4519 TAMIAMI TRAIL E.

(239) 132-8392




ROBB & STUCKY

FURNITURE | INTERIORS

elevating lifestyles for over 100 years

Find out about our complimentary interior design services at

ROBBSTUCKY.COM

NAPLES SHOWROOM: 355 9th Street South, Naples, FL 34102 | (239) 732-2400
FORT MYERS SHOWROOM: 13170 S. Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33907 | (239) 415-2800
NAPLES - FORT MYERS - SARASOTA - BOCA RATON fXO©P



Introducing’ GRAND OPENING
FORT MYERS' BEST

B+ VALUE

mw3ﬂns

VALENCIA HARB@R

It's where YOU BELONG!

Valencia Harbor is bringing stunning new homes and a vibrant 55+ lifestyle designed with
you in mind to Fort Myers. Featuring world-class amenities like sparkling pools, a gourmet
restaurant, racquet club with Pro Shop, and endless social events that bring neighbors
together, it's the perfect combination of luxury, lifestyle, and affordability. With everything

you need right at your doorstep — there’s simply no comparison. Call (239) 561-1600  —
or visit GLHomes.com to learn how to secure your dream home in this exciting new
community. Valencia Harbor is where the good life begins, and it's where you belong!

Learn More

Valencia Harbor is being developed and sold by Lee County Homes Associates I, LLLP, a Florida limited liability limited partnership. Valencia Harbor
@ is designed for residents aged 55 & older, and is intended to meet the exemption under the Federal Fair Housing Act. This is not an offering in any GLHOMES

states where prior registration is ruquued Equal Housing Opportunity. All rights reserved. ©2025 SWFL Mag 3-5-25
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2025 VISITORS GUIDE

DESTINATION

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Publishers Managing Editor
Shelley Hobbs Jay Schlichter
shobbs@floridaweekly.com Editors
Brandi Riede Julia Flower « Olivia Wild
brandi.riede@floridaweekly.com Graphic Designers
Melissa Vogt Lindi Daywalt-Feazel - Jaimi DeVitto
melissavogt@floridaweekly.com Alex Hawkins « Caitlyn Newman

Account Executives Chelwper

Graphic Design Team Leader

Gail Dingee
gdingee@floridaweekly.com Scott Sleeper
Michele Foley Marketing Operations Assistant
mfoley@floridaweekly.com Sarah Kiernan
Nicole Ryan Administrative Team Lead
nryan@floridaweekly.com Ana Mueller
Kate Schmiedicke Production Manager
kate@floridaweekly.com Alea Feeley
Adam Schonberg Circulation District Manager
adam.schonberg@floridaweekly.com Michaelle Snider
April Swanson Director of Advertising Operations
. . april.swanson@floridaweekly.com Megan Roberts
lsgl::‘lzz:é; |l,;::fts;152_0022 Amanda Ta'rman Director of.Content Operations
amanda.tarman@floridaweekly.com Alisa Bowman

thecreatorsgallery.com

Testimonials

ﬂ m Zyg “Exceptional patience in seeking to meet our T 1=
needs; clarity of communications of our options =
as sellers; prompt and detailed explanation of the e o, 2
- I | - process; gracious handling of our personal situation I'd
l S C a I n g . - extremely confidential - and outstanding advocate for !
us/our property to find aready, willing buyer.” - GT & AT L 3 G
“Sharon is the best! Her professionalism, knowledge, honesty, guidance and hard work ethics are very much f Sharon
appreciated and respected. She went well above and beyond to make sure everything went smoothly from ‘ 4 /%m
listing to closing. She is such a caring realtor and was always attentive to my needs. She was patient, kind, and | b
answered my questions day or night!” - RB 941.286.7315
| “We can’t begin to describe with enough accuracy how amazing Sharon is. She went above and beyond our SHARONKERR.COM
expectations to help us find and purchase our new home. Sharon is so genuine that we felt like old friends rather | COLDWELL
! than newcomers to the area. Any questions we had were answered immediately, never did a call, text or email go | BANKEGR O
unanswered. We felt like we were her first and only priority throughout the entire process.” - DR & NR |
‘ “Sharon is an experienced agent and extremely knowledgeable about the area. She was so flexible to my : 232%‘1‘)‘}‘;?;5{5
schedule and catered to my needs by showing me many different houses in different areas of SWFL. As a ‘ OF COMPANIES

first time home buyer, Sharon kindly guided me through the process when I (we!) found a winner. She had
the contract drawn out to sign quickly and held my hand every step of the way. She goes above and beyond,
contacting the appropriate parties to ensure everything transitions smoothly. Sharon is simply the BEST!” - AV

)

“This experience was my second with Sharon and as a former real estate agent she goes above and beyond to
make sure the details of the transaction are taken well care of and in a timely knowledgeable fashion. Needless
to say she gets ***** 5 stars plus and a wholehearted recommendation” - BB

“Sharon works with you consistently on the status of your progress in the sale of your home. She is professional
and knowledgeable in all aspects of her job. I have used Sharon in the past, present and if a future sale happens
i will use Sharon again. I have referred to many people and all have been happy with their outcome. She

i ’““f%& is also a fantastic person to know” - MS

BEST - w— S—— - o
#2225, Award Winning Agent ¢ Notary Public ¢ Exceptional Service ¢ Outstanding Results ¢ Global Luxury Specialis
~ QL candle loses nothing by lighting another candle ~ b




BONITA
TERRA

THIS PLACE HAS IT ALL!

BRAND NEW HOMES | RV SITES
RESORT AMENITIES | AMAZING LOCATION
FRIENDLY NEIGHBORS & MORE

u‘—

=NE
I lllI 8

Scan Here to Explore | |
our Community |

CALL (239) 372-9650 to schedule your VIP TOUR

55+ Lifestyle Community & RV Resort at 25581 Trost Blvd | Bonita Springs, FL

BONITATERRA.COM




LIFESTYLE

e of Paradise. LENNAR
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Discover Extraordinary Lennar
Lifestyle Communities in Southwest Florida

Pristine pools, championship golf courses and resort-style amenities—experience the best
of Southwest Florida living—where paradise isn’t just a destination, it's home.
Explore a variety of resort-style communities with championship golf courses,

social clubhouses, stunning pool areas and so much more.

Love How You Live

It's all here and it’s all designed for your next best chapter.

Luxury Living Best-in-Class Amenities Low-Maintenance Homes

Designed for You

Discover your dream community at LennarSWFL.com

Features, amenities, floor plans, elevations, and designs vary and are subject to changes or substitution without notice. Items shown are artist’s renderings and may contain options that are not standard
on all models or not included in the purchase price. Availability may vary. Plans to build out communities as proposed are subject to change without notice. Models/lifestyle photos do not reflect racial or
ethnic preference. This is not an offer in states where prior registration is required. Void where prohibited by law. Copyright © 2025 Lennar Corporation. Lennar and the Lennar logo are U.S. registered
service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. Seller’s Broker: Lennar Realty, Inc. Construction License(s): Lennar Homes, LLC CBC038894 and CGC1523282. Date 02/25




) g
:""""" T .
q‘, _' _m ) - ’ i -

Experience vacation vibes...every single day of your life. Seriously, MLEA
why would anyone take a vacatfion when they can live one? 5
Sophistficated residences surrounded by indulgences normally %
found only in a five-star resort. That's Kalea Bay. Where the vacation 13910 Old Coast Rd., Naples, FL 34110
never ends. Final Tower now under construction. Prices from $3.5M. 239-793-0110 | KaleaBay.com
soAve e - @ Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference

REAL ESTATE REAL| ESTATE s 1o this brochure and to the documents required by chapter 718.503, Florida statutes, to be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee.




Wine Bar.

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

CALL, VISIT ASHOWROOM, OR FIND US ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION 239.694.8100

Daniels Marketplace 6891 Daniels Parkway #135, Fort Myers
Galleria Shoppes 2367 Vanderbilt Beach Rd #810, Naples
Stock Plaza 7729 Collier Blvd #503, Naples

Proudly serving Southwest Florida since 1988

CALIFORNIACLOSETS.COM
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What makes life so different at Babcock Ranch? Is it our trails? The solar that powers our town?

Is it our shops and restaurants? Our schools and pools? Well, we do have all those amenities, and more.
But what makes Babcock Ranch a community isn’t those things. It’s a feeling of home.

And a sense of being connected. And even if you took everything else away, that would still be here.

Life’s different at Babcock Ranch. And yow’ll feel it when you live it.

@ BABCOCK RANCH

NEW HOMES FROM HIGH $200s TO OVER $4 MILLION
941.235.6901 | BabcockRanch.com

©2025 Babcock Ranch. Broker participation is welcome. Prices, plans, specifications, and community design are subject to change. Oral representations cannot

be relied upon as correctly stating the representations of the developer. For correct information regarding Babcock Ranch, interested parties should refer to
T——"written materials provided by the developer, legislative acts related to Babcock Ranch and the covenants and restrictions of the Babcock Ranch Residential
e Association, Inc. The information provided above is not intended to be an offering and should be considered as informational only.



MOHAWK

Wood

The Beauty of Wood Without Compromise

AMERICAN
ORIGINAL

High-quality, performance
flooring that really hits home.

The Flamingo Awards

Made in the

Featured Collection: MIRAMAR SHORES e USA
Color: COCONUT OAK —_—

Punta Gorda Naples Fort Myers

Showroom Showroom Showroom
261 W Marion Ave 6000 Trail Blvd 12551 S Cleveland Ave
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 Naples, FL 34108 Fort Myers, FL 33907

FLOOR COVERING  (941) 639-2610 (239) 597-2195 (239) 936-6900
WOOD . STONE - LUXURY VINYL - LAMINATE . TILE - WATERPROOF FLOORS




Easy. Fast.
Affordable.

Bath & Shower Systems
Walk-in Tubs
Tub-to-Shower Conversions
Over 100 Design Choices

laming

AAAAAAA

Make Yur Bath a Retreat!
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INSTALLATION CAN
M BE

= COMPLETED IN
AS LITTLE AS
TWO DAYS!

l« CUSTOMIZED TO SUIT
: 3 -4 | ANY STYLE!

D e
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5 (@) & T
‘o BathPlanet

OUT OF THIS WORLD SERVICE. DOWN TO EARTH PRICE.

11350 Metro Parkway, Unit 104
Fort Myers, FL 33966
CALL US

ropav: 239-337-2287

CLEAR CHOICE USA OF SWFL A DIVISION OF FLORIDA BUILDER RESOURCES LLC CBC 1257807

_

& DOORS
NO PRESSURE, GUARANTEED!

|

)\
BEST AL
 otaoae

e Flamingo Awards
'.‘ 2014-2024 _v'

oooooo

pesen | IMPAGT

= | & NON-IMPACT

HURRICANE
PROTECTION
AVAILABLE!

ClearChoice:

= WINDOWS

Done Right. Guaranteed.™

239-331-2281

11350 METRO PKWY STE 104 ¢ FORT MYERS, FL

A FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS LIC# CBC1257807
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WHAT'S INSIDE

FOCUS ON SWFL

il DISCOVER THE GULF
COAST’S CHARM:
ADVENTURES, CULTURE
AND NATURE BEYOND

THE BEACH 7 8

STATE ARCHIVES OF FLORIDA/STOKES / COURTESY PHOTO

SWFL GOLF

TEEING OFF HISTORY:
THE ENDURING LEGACY OF FLORIDA'S .‘
HISTORIC GOLF TRAIL AND ICONIC COURSES {§

u : RE 8./ )

R.J. WILEY / COURTESY PHOTO

Cultural venues......... 26 SPOMS..vceeeee, 67
Il Historic districts ........ 34 mn Shopping ....ccccceeeeee. 73
SWFL GOlf ..o 38 mFocusonSWFL......7 8
Bl Insider....onee. 42 Attractions ..........c..... 82
Local flavor................. 51 Amazing museums..8 6
IE Hurricane tips............ 56 M News&info... 91

BRUNO’S OF BROOKLYN / COURTESY PHOTO

LO CAL FLAVOR Health care................. 61 Beaches & parks

Il Signature events...... 62

NEW TASTES:
DELVE INTO BE IN THE KNOW
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA'S For photos, reviews, stories, events and more,

go to FloridaWeeklyDestinations.com or get the
Florida Weekly Apple or Android mobile app and
enjoy Florida’s best newspaper 52 weeks a year.

CULINARY SCENE




Perfecting Development

B e e T,
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The Owen
INFINITY

GOLDEN GATE POINT

InfinityColony.com

OwenGoldenGate.com

ROSEWOOD ROSEWOOD
RESIDENCES

LIDO KEY

RESIDENCES

NAPLES

ResidencesLidoKey.com ResidencesNaples.com

THE RONTO GROUP, INC.

RONTO.COM

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, @
MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPERTO A BUYER OR LESSEE.
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Flamingos

FLORTBAWEEKLY

2020-2023
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COME TRY IT:

HAVE FUN, WIN SOME CASH & SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHARITIES!

Harbor Bingo
1700 Tamiami Trail, 4200 Tamiami Trail,
Port Charlotte, FL 33948 Port Charlotte, FL 33952
941-255-1266 941-255-5965
www.bingotrail.com www.charlotteharborbingo.com

A
WWW.PORTCHARLOTTEBINGOHALLS.COM
OPERATED BY LOCAL CHARITIES « FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR DAILY UPDATES.




CREATE FUNCTION
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~ The Flamingo Awards

All About Closets is all about innovative design, impeccable craftsmanship and flawless service.
Our installations reflect your dreams and your personality, while enhancing your home. We will maximize
the storage of your closets, home office, wall units, pantry, and garage or anywhere in your home that
requires storage solutions. Our team works from Port Charlotte to Marco Island.

MEET OUR INNOVATIVE DESIGN TEAM!

LETITIA CHas Pam Dee Jovous Amy
HODENFIELD HoLLAN KaTosic RICARDO SLoTA WiLsoN
Designer Designer Designer Designer Designer Designer

Call for a Professional Design Consultation!

ALL AsOodT 239.303.5829

C Visit our Showroom 13180 Livingston Rd., Unit #105, Naples, FL 34109
LOSGTS,INC AllAboutClosets.com
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CULTURAL VENUES

LEE COUNTY

Alliance for the Arts

Since the 1970s, this center has been
a cornerstone for the arts, offering
exhibitions, classes and theater
productions. The Alliance for the Arts
fosters self-expression, imagination and
equity, serving as a space for community
engagement and addressing local
challenges.

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers
239-939-2787 | artinlee.org

Arts Bonita

Arts Bonita enhances community life

through artistic expression and education

at its two campuses. The Visual Arts Center

features galleries and studios offering

various classes, while the Performing Arts

Center hosts live performances and classes
in music, theatre and dance.

Performing Arts Center

10150 Bonita Beach Road, Bonita Springs

Visual Arts Center

26100 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs

239-495-8989 | artshonita.org

Barbara B. Mann Performing
Arts Hall
The Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts
Hall at Florida SouthWestern State
College features Southwest Florida’s
largest proscenium stage, seating 1,874
guests for National Touring Broadway
musicals like “The Phantom of the Opera”
and Disney’s “The Lion King” The venue
also hosts a variety of events year-round,
including concerts, dance performances
and business functions, with options for
dining and private gatherings.
13350 FSW Pkwy., Fort Myers
800-440-7469 or 239-481-4849 | bbmannpah.com

The Belle Theatre

The performing arts center offers a
variety of live entertainment, including
full-scale musicals, plays and community
events. It also provides educational
programming for all ages, featuring
workshops and classes for aspiring artists
and fun activities like open mic nights

and karaoke.
2708 Santa Barbara Blvd. Suite 135, Cape Coral
239-323-5533 | thebelletheatre.com

BIG ARTS
Originally known as the Barrier
Island Group for the Arts, BIG ARTS
was established over 40 years ago to
celebrate the artist in everyone and our
shared humanity. Each year, it provides
the community with a diverse array
of performing and visual arts, films,
workshops and lectures.
900 Dunlop Road, Sanibel
239-395-0900 | bigarts.org

Bob Rauschenberg Gallery
For over 25 years, the Gallery at Florida
SouthWestern State College has enjoyed
a meaningful partnership with renowned
artist Robert Rauschenberg. Since 1980,
it has hosted numerous world premieres,
including the debut of the “1/4 Mile” and
“2 Furlong Piece”
8099 College Pkwy., Fort Myers
239-489-9313 | rauschenberggallery.com

Bower School of Music & the Arts
A key component of Florida Gulf Coast
University’s campus culture, Bower School
organizes more than 150 events each
year and prepares students for successful
careers in the arts. Additionally, it
participates in distinctive partnerships that
merge academic disciplines, such as the
Crossroads of Art and Science Residency.
10501 FGCU BIvd. S., Fort Myers
239-590-1000 | fgcu.edu/cas/bsma

ALLIANCE FOR THE ARTS / COURTESY PHOTO

Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre
Broadway Palm has delighted over
170,000 annual guests for 30 vyears,
offering a 382-seat dinner theatre, an
86-seat black box theatre and various
amenities. Each year, it presents eight
Broadway musicals, smaller revues and
comedies, children’s productions and
hosts over 200 community events.
1380 Colonial Blvd., Fort Myers
239-278-4422 | broadwaypalm.com

Caloosa Sound Amphitheater
A venue for outdoor entertainment
features concerts, festivals and various
events. The location provides scenic
views of the Caloosahatchee River and
boasts contemporary amenities for live
performances.
22101 Edwards Drive, Fort Myers
239-314-3757 | caloosasoundamp.com

Cape Coral Museum of History
Founded in 1987, the Cape Coral Museum
of History is focused on preserving and
sharing the citys heritage through its
exhibits and programs.
544 Cultural Park Blvd., Cape Coral
239-772-7037 | capecoralhistoricalmuseum.org

Cultural Park Theater

Founded in 1963 by Herb Strauss as
the “Cape Coral Players” in a small
storefront, Cultural Park Theatre has
since evolved into a vibrant cultural hub
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in its permanent location in the Cultural

Park area of Cape Coral, expanding its

offerings to showcase local talent and
diverse performances.

528 Cultural Park Blvd., Cape Coral

239-772-5862 | culturalparktheatre.org

Edison & Ford Winter Estates

The historic winter residences of Thomas
A. Edison and Henry Ford, situated along
the Caloosahatchee River, are among the
most significant historical landmarks in
Southwest Florida. Take guided tours to
discover the homes, expansive botanical
gardens, museum, laboratory, Garden
Shoppe and Museum Store.
2350 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers
239-334-7419 | edisonfordwinterestates.org

Florida Repertory Theatre
Florida Repertory Theatre has a rich
history spanning 27 years in regional
theatre, drawing over 87,000 guests each
year. The theatre presents a diverse range
of comedies, dramas and musicals at the
historic Arcade Theatre located in the
River District of Fort Myers.
2268 Bay St., Fort Myers
239-332-4488 | floridarep.org

Fort Myers Theatre
A cultural venue that hosts musicals,
dramas, youth performances, shows for
homeschoolers and special events like
Theatre Drop-In Day, where children can
engage in skits, musical performances,
costume exploration and theater activities.
16120 San Carlos Blvd. Suite 5, Fort Myers
239-323-6570 | ftmyerstheatre.com

Harbour View Gallery
As Cape Corals only artist-owned
cooperative, this gallery exclusively features
juried local art from exhibiting artists and
hosts a popular monthly program with
public receptions every first Tuesday.
5789 Cape Harbour Drive, Suite 104, Cape Coral
239-540-5789 | harbourviewgallery.com

Hertz Arena

A versatile sports and entertainment
arena that can accommodate up to 8,000
spectators. It hosts a variety of events,
including concerts, ice hockey matches
(home arena for the Florida Everblades),
family-oriented shows and much more.

CULTURAL VENUES

11000 Everblades Pkwy., Estero
239-948-7825 | hertzarena.com

Laboratory Theater of Florida
The Laboratory Theater of Florida was
founded in 2008 by Annette Trossbach,
Nicole Rizley and Louise Wigglesworth
to showcase innovative and classic plays
that enrich Southwest Floridas cultural
landscape. Now a professional teaching
theater, this theater emphasizes holistic
actor training and collaborates with
various community organizations to
promote artistic diversity.
1634 Woodford Ave., Fort Myers
239-218-0481 | laboratorytheaterflorida.com

Lee County Civic Center Complex
The Lee County Civic Center Complex is
a versatile venue hosting various events,
including the Southwest Florida Ag Expo,
4-H meetings and events, agriculture and
livestock showcases, RV shows, craft fairs,
gun shows and antique markets. With its
arena, exhibition halls and outdoor areas,
its an ideal location for concerts, trade
shows, festivals and community gatherings.
11831 Bayshore Road, North Fort Myers
239-533-1168

leegov.com/parks/centers/civiccenter

Music & Arts Community Center

Located within the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Fort Myers, this center serves
as an active performance space as well
as the main office for the Gulf Coast
Symphony. The symphony also extends
its concerts and educational programs
to multiple sites throughout Lee County.

13411 Shire Lane, Fort Myers
239-277-1700 | gulfcoastsymphony.org/macc

Players Circle Theater
A professional black box venue providing

top-tier entertainment, established by
Southwest Florida theater veterans Carrie
Lund Cacioppo and Robert Cacioppo.
They have significantly shaped Lee
County’s theater landscape for over 30
years, including founding the area’s first
professional theater and the renowned
Florida Repertory Theater.

13211 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers

239-800-3292 | playerscircle.org

The Ranch Concert Hall & Saloon

The Ranch blends the atmosphere of a
nightclub with that of a live music space.
It boasts a sprawling 25,000-square-foot
Western-style saloon, an impressive 400-
foot bar, a specially designed 1,800-square-
foot stage for popular performers and
a spacious 4,500-square-foot dance
floor that welcomes guests to dance on
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays.
2158 Colonial Blvd., Fort Myers
239-985-9839 | theranchfortmyers.com

Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center
Set in a historic early 20th-century
post office, the Sidney & Berne Davis
Art Center is a venue for art exhibits,
concerts, film screenings and community
events. On Wednesday to Friday nights,
visit Sidney’s Rooftop for stunning city
views, drinks and dancing over the
Caloosahatchee River at sunset.
2301 First St., Fort Myers
239-333-1933 | sbdac.com

Southwest Florida Symphony

The Southwest Florida Symphony hosts
a variety of Masterworks concerts that
cover music from the Baroque period to
contemporary times, along with informative
pre-concert talks. In addition to these
performances, the symphony enhances
community engagement through Pops




EIn
Gourmet

GET
YOUR:,

With its eclectic mix of shops, boutiques, salons, and
eateries there’s never been a better time to get yours
at The Promenade!

¢ PROMENADE %

— at Bonita Bay —
COME & GET IT!
26795-26851 South Bay Dr., Bonita Springs, FL 34134

00O

Visit PromenadeShops.com for
More Exciting News & Events

EXTENDED SEASONAL SHOPPING HOURS
November to April 30, 2025

Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, Noon to 5 p.m.

SUMMER HOURS

May 1— October 31, 2025

Monday — Saturday: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday — CLOSED

Restaurant Hours Vary

Live Entertainment at The Center Bar
7 days a week



30 | DESTINATION SWFL

FloridaWeeklyDestinations.com

FLORIDA WEEKLY

James Ehnes
with Naples
Philharmonic
Orchestra

CULTURAL VENUES

Gulfshore Playhouse
Dedicated to enriching the cultural
landscape, this organization focuses on
high-quality professional theatre and
inclusive educational opportunities. It
fosters a sense of community and shared
humanity among diverse audiences and
artists.
100 Goodlette-Frank Road S., Naples
239-261-7529 | gulfshoreplayhouse.org

The Holocaust Museum &

ARTIS—NAPLES / COURTESY PHOTO Education Center of Southwest

Concerts, TinyConcerts chamber programs

and a thriving Youth Orchestra initiative.
7500 College Pkwy., Suite 200, Fort Myers
239-418-0996 | swflso.org

Tribby Arts Center
The Tribby Arts Center, located in
Shell Point Retirement Community, is a
44,000-square-foot facility with a 400-seat
auditorium, three art galleries and studios
for music and crafts. It also features the
Tribby Café, an outdoor sculpture garden
and Serendipity gift shop.
17281 On Par Blvd., Fort Myers
239-415-5667 | tribbyartscenter.com

COLLIER COUNTY
Artis—Naples

Artis—Naples offersa diverse range of artistic
and cultural experiences, emphasizing
inspiration, education and entertainment.
It features The Baker Museum, renowned
for its impressive art collections and
exhibitions, along with Hayes Hall, a
modern performance space that presents
concerts, Broadway productions, dance
shows and various other events.

5833 Pelican Bay Blvd., Naples

239-597-1900 | artisnaples.org

Cambier Park bandshell

Cambier Park, a vibrant 12.84-acre spot
in Naples named after 1926 key town
engineer William Cambier, is a favorite
venue for music enthusiasts. It hosts
outdoor concerts featuring the Naples
Big Band, Naples Concert Band and
other talented performers.
755 Eighth Ave. S., Naples
239-213-3058 | naplesgov.com

Florida

The museum aims to inspire action
against hatred and foster mutual respect
by educating people about the Holocaust
through artifacts and photographs
highlighting personal stories within its
broader context. Additionally, it offers
educational programs for students of all
ages and public exhibits that emphasize
its collection and the lessons of the

Holocaust and other genocides.
975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd., Suite 108, Naples
239-263-9200 | hmcec.org

Marco Island Center for the Arts
The center hosts art exhibitions,
educational programs and events for
all ages, promoting economic growth
and cultural diversity. The Arts Center
Theatre enhances the local cultural
landscape through its performances.

1010 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island
239-394-4221 | marcoislandart.org

Marco Island Historical Museum
The Marco Island Historical Museum,
established in 2010, highlights the area’s
rich history, with a focus on the Calusa
Indians. It features exhibits on local
archaeology, the island’s evolution and a
serene landscape that includes a gazebo
and a gallery for traveling art exhibits.

180 S. Heathwood Drive, Marco Island
239-389-6447 | themihs.org

Naples Art Institute

With nearly 70 years of history, Naples
Art Institute offers a range of programs
and exhibitions designed to engage
a broad audience with visual arts. It
provides art education and hosts events
featuring artists from both the local
community and around the world.

585 Park St., Naples
239-262-6517 | naplesart.org

Naples Performing Arts Center

Founded in 2012 by Lori Oliver, this
community-focused center offers
inclusive arts education in dance, drama
and music for students of all backgrounds,
including those with special needs. Its
mission is to foster creativity, build
self-esteem and provide life skills while
addressing gaps in local arts programs.

5450 YMCA Road, Naples
239-325-8789 | naplesperformingartscenter.com

The Naples Players

Established in 1953, this community
theater enhances community connections
through  exceptional  theatrical
experiences. Engaging over 80,000
individuals annually, TNP continues
to celebrate inspiring performances,
programs and classes aimed at enriching
our community and shaping the future of
the arts in Southwest Florida.

701 Fifth Ave. S., Naples
239-263-7990 | naplesplayers.org

Norris Community Center

The Norris Community Center boasts
a multipurpose facility that includes an
auditorium, dance studio, art gallery
and additional spaces. It offers a variety
of cultural and recreational programs,
including watercolor painting, dance,
acting workshops and special holiday
events for families.

755 Eighth Ave. S., Naples
239-213-3049 | naplesgov.com

Seminole Casino Hotel

Managed by the Seminole Tribe of
Florida, Seminole Casino Hotel offers
diverse gaming options, including table
games and slot machines. Guests can
enjoy amenities like a hotel, outdoor
pool, fitness center, event venues and
live performances such as concerts and
comedy acts catering to a wide audience.

506 S. First St., Immokalee
239-658-1313 | casino.hardrock.com/Immokalee

TheatreZone

TheatreZone in Naples offers Broadway-
quality performances in a cozy 250-
seat venue at the Community School of
Naples. Through a partnership with the
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Actors’ Equity Association, it attracts
top talent in acting, singing, dancing and
stage management.

13275 Livingston Road, Naples
888-966-3352 | theatre.zone

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Blanchard House Museum
Founded in 2004, the museum focuses
on preserving and showcasing artifacts
related to African American history and
culture in Southwest Florida. It features
an educational scavenger hunt to engage
visitors. Currently, the museum is closed
due to damage from Hurricane Ian.

406 Drive Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Punta Gorda
941-575-7518 | blanchardhousemuseum.org

Charlotte Harbor Event &
Conference Center

The Center offers 44,000 square feet of
flexible space for concerts, theaters and
various events. It includes seven venues
for up to 1,800 guests, 240 free parking
spots, high-speed internet and catering
from Savor... Charlotte Harbor.

75 Taylor St., Punta Gorda
941-833-5444 | charlotteharborecc.com

Charlotte Players

Founded in 1961, the Charlotte Players
is a community theater in Charlotte
County that has produced over 300
performances. They offer acting
workshops, run the “Kids Onstage”
initiative and collaborate with the Dolly
Parton Imagination Library to support
the arts and the community.

1182 Market Circle, Port Charlotte
941-255-1022 | charlotteplayers.org

Englewood Art Center

The Englewood Art Center, part of
Ringling College of Art and Design,
offers various educational initiatives,
exhibitions and special events. Situated
in south county Sarasota, it features four
galleries, multiple studios for activities
like ceramics and digital media, and a
library for lending purposes.

350 South McCall Road, Englewood
941-474-5548 | ringling.edu

Florida Studio Theatre
Founded in 1973, Florida Studio Theatre,

CULTURAL VENUES

located in Downtown Sarasota, boasts
five intimate performance spaces and
is directed by Richard Hopkins. FST is
dedicated to making the arts reachable
for everyone, drawing more than 230,000
visitors each year through its mainstage
performances, children’s theatre and
improvisational programs.

1241 N. Palm Ave., Sarasota
941-366-9000 | floridastudiotheatre.org

Gulf Theater in the Military

Heritage Museum

The Military Heritage Museum, a short
walk from Fishermens Village, features
the recently updated 247-seat Gulf
Theater. This venue offers a range of
events, from lectures to performances,
and is equipped with modern audiovisual
technology and amenities, including free
Wi-Fi and outdoor seating areas.

900 W. Marion Ave., Punta Gorda
941-205-8545 | gulftheater.org

Lemon Bay Playhouse

A local community theater committed to
delivering high-quality live shows across
various genres such as drama, comedy
and musicals. Founded in 1987, it serves
as a venue for local talent and volunteers
to engage in theatrical performances.

96 W. Dearborn St., Englewood
941-475-6756 | lemonbayplayhouse.com

Sarasota Opera

The Sarasota Opera is well-known for
its wide range of operatic performances
held at the iconic Sarasota Opera House.
Established in 1960, it is acclaimed for
showcasing operas in their authentic
versions and for its extensive Verdi Cycle,
which features every piece created by
Giuseppe Verdi.

The Visual
Arts Center

VISUAL ARTS CENTER / COURTESY PHOTO

61N. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota
941-328-1300 | sarasotaopera.org

Sarasota Players
A blend of live theater and educational
programs is provided, nurturing the growth
and creativity of performers of all ages
and skill levels on Floridas Cultural Coast.
This non-professional theatre is dedicated
to accessibility and showcases local talent
while also celebrating the arts and fostering
a supportive environment for anyone eager
to explore their potential on stage.
3501S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 1130, Sarasota
941-365-2494 | theplayers.org

Urbanite Theatre

This intimate theater is recognized for
its daring and modern productions
that address important social issues.
Established in 2015, Urbanite Theatre
emphasizes groundbreaking plays and
new talent, providing a distinctive
alternative to conventional theater.
1487 Second St., Sarasota
941-321-1397 | urbanitetheatre.com

Venice Theatre
Established in 1950, Venice Theatre presents
a diverse selection of performances,
encompassing musicals, dramas and
comedies. It also provides educational
initiatives for individuals of all ages.
140 Tampa Ave. W., Venice
941-488-1115 | venicetheatre.org

Visual Arts Center
The Visual Arts Center features three
galleries, six classrooms and studios
for jewelry, glass and pottery. Its
12,000-square-foot facility includes
an arts library and an Art Supply
Store, offering year-round classes and
workshops for all ages and skill levels.
210 Maud St., Punta Gorda
941-639-8810 | visualartcenter.org

Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe
Founded in 1999, Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe is a professional theater
company dedicated to celebrating African
American arts and culture through a
diverse array of performances, including
musicals, dramas and comedies.

1012 N. Orange Ave., Sarasota
941-366-1505 | westcoastblacktheatre.org M
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S TORIC

BY CHELLE KOSTER WALTON

If Southwest Florida did an ancestry
test, it would discover in its genes a di-
verse heritage of Indigenous Americans,
immigrants, creative geniuses, railroad
and hotel magnates, soldiers, pioneers and
adventurers. Diversity, along with vintage
architecture and landmarks keep the past
alive in five of the region’s historic districts.

Boca Grande

The railroad, tarpon fishing and Gas-
parilla Inn first brought captains of indus-
try to tiny Gasparilla Island and its town
of Boca Grande at the turn of the century.
The railroad has transformed into a path

DISTRICTS
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Banyan Street, with its shady trees
and scenic charm, is perfect fora
relaxing stroll or bike ride through the
heart of Boca Grande.

LEE COUNTY VISITOR & CONVENTION BUREAU / COURTESY PHOTO
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COMMUNITIES, LOCAL HERITAGE AND NATURAL WONDERS

for bicycles and golf carts, while the his-
toric depot holds boutiques, an ice cream
shop and Keylime Bistro.

Within its three-block-long area, down-
town Boca Grande holds historic gems
well beyond the circa-1913 Gasparilla
Inn. You can easily stroll or bike around
its beautiful churches, pink-hued Johann
Fust Library and handsome Community
House, then along canopied Banyan Street
and to the beach. The Port Boca Grande
Lighthouse & Museum encapsulates local
history, overlooking tarpon-rich Gasparil-
la Pass.

Downtown Bonita Springs
Old 41 Road has seen heydays come

and go ever since its youthful tourism era.
Today, its magnetism has returned, built
on the very foundation of historic hotels
and the nature attraction that brought the
Everglades wilds to its main street in the
1930s - now undergoing a rejuvenation as
Wonder Gardens.

Today, Shangri-La Hotel stands as a
symbol of Bonita Springs’ healthful rep-
utation and alluring 1920s hospitality.
Around it, historic buildings have turned
into fine restaurants, craft breweries, cock-
tail lounges and a new food truck park that
overlooks the town’s lifeblood, the Impe-
rial River. Discover Bonita Springs’ deep
roots at Riverside Park, devoted to olden
days and new waves of festivity and vigor.
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Looking to the future, the town continues
to build a party reputation as Sugarshack
Downtown — a combo live music stage,
craft brewery and restaurant — prepares to
open any minute now.

Downtown Naples

Fifth Avenue South and Third Street
South have held the heart of historic Na-
ples since the 1920s when distinguished
visitors and winter residents arrived by
boat to the Naples Pier and traded with
Seminole natives. Today, instead, you'll
find glamour shops in historic buildings
selling jewelry, fashions, home accessories
and other wares.

The neighborhoods are known, too, for
their fashionable sidewalk restaurants and
cultural venues. Famed downtown Naples,
including the Naples Design District, has
spread in recent years. Like nearby Fifth
Avenue South, it blends vintage vibes with
modern trends and is famed for its galler-
ies, home craftsmanship and contempo-
rary spots to eat, socialize and spend the
night in modern luxury.

Downtown Punta Gorda

The wide and placid Peace River sepa-
rates old from new in Charlotte County,
where Punta Gorda dates to the 19th cen-
tury and tells its story through a series of
vibrant murals. Marion Avenue, the pret-
ty and picturesque main street, lines up
eclectic shops and eateries like The Perfect
Caper and Celtic Ray Public House, each

HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Central Square in downtown
Naplesis a lively hub of local
shops and restaurants.

with its unique charm. It overlooks the
river and the county’s newest attraction
on the opposite shore — Sunseeker Resort
Charlotte Harbor, a vital entertainment
center for everyone.

Along the riverfront in Punta Gor-
da, Wyvern Hotel’s rooftop bar and Four
Points by Sheraton with TT’s Tiki Bar
maintain the lively atmosphere. Laishley
Park and its crab house cater to sea enthu-
siasts and families, complementing the ex-

Every Saturday from 8 a.m. to 1p.m., there is a farmers
market in Punta Gorda on Marion Avenue, featuring fresh
produce, local crafts and delicious treats.

-
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tensive bike trails along the river.

Fort Myers Historic River District

Like many downtowns of a certain age,
there came a time when Fort Myers’ urban
sprawl left its core looking a little aban-
doned. Wiser heads prevailed, however, to
save the Historic River District, with all its
vintage gems, from falling victim to trends
and “out with the old” attitudes.

Thanks largely to the endurance of the
Edison & Ford Winter Estates at its fringe,
the historic downtown was renewed. An
old, handsome federal building became
an art center; a vaudeville house circa
1915 evolved into a live theater. Stores and
restaurants moved into buildings dating
back to the late 18th century, as was the
case with The Veranda, a gracious restau-
rant that lives in two pioneer homes.

Bars and lounges today draw a young
crowd to frenzied hangouts such as the Sky
Bar and Downtown Social. The new Bay
Street Yard takes the party outside, and Lu-
minary Hotel & Co. serves as a hub for so-
cial activity with restaurants, a rooftop bar
and a sports pub with virtual gaming.

The Historic River District continues
to take full advantage of its waterfront
beauty and bygone intrigue as more ho-
tels move in and people of all ages come
out for its monthly street parties and an-
nual festivals. M
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Golfers enjoying the sunny weather
o on a Naples course in 1960.
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TEEING OFF HISTORY: THE ENDURING LEGACY OF
FLORIDA'S HISTORIC GOLF TRAIL AND ICONIC COURSES

BY GLENN MILLER

Golf has long been a Florida destina-
tion, intertwined with its history along-
side theme parks, sandy beaches, palm
trees and sunshine. Launched in 2014,
the Historic Golf Trail highlights this
heritage, featuring over 50 courses, in-
cluding three notable ones in Southwest
Florida: Arcadia Municipal Golf Course,
the Fort Myers Country Club and the
Naples Beach Hotel & Golf Club.

Arcadia Municipal Golf Course

Not far away in DeSoto County is the
Arcadia Municipal Golf Course. It's a
short drive from coastal Southwest Flor-
ida counties.

Babcock National Golf Club is 35
miles away, and Aileron Golf Club, also
in Charlotte County, is a mere 22 miles
away. Arcadia Municipal opened in 1923,
long after the town was founded in 1886.

“And no one was thinking about golf
then, or even when they were rebuilding
the downtown structures after the devas-

tating 1905 fire,” Arcadia historian and
author Carol Mahler said. She is working
on a historical marker for the golf course.
Mahler’s research indicates that a
man named A.C. Polk, Sr. was the driv-
ing force behind bringing golf to Arca-
dia. Polk moved to Arcadia in 1916 and
passed away in 1970 at the age of 90.
There’s a link between the first golf
courses in Arcadia, Fort Myers and Boca
Grande. This connection is a man named
Harry A. Cowie, who died in 1929 at the
age of 38. He was a pro who played and
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taught all three courses.

A significant figure in the devel-
opment of the DeSoto County golf
course is Albert W. Gilchrist, Char-
lotte County’s only governor, who
leased 50 acres for its establishment.
Cowie planned the nine-hole course,
which was completed in 1923,
though it took a while to expand to
18 holes.

“Although the original Arca-
dia Golf Club planned an 18-hole

SWFL GOLF
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Players have shared laughter on the historic
Fort Myers Country Club greens since 1916.
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course, the expansion was not com-
pleted until 2001 after the city pur-
chased an additional 24 acres in 1999,”
Mahler said.

Fort Myers Country Club
Legendary golf course architect Donald
Ross designed the Fort Myers Golf Coun-
try Club. Construction of the course be-
tween U.S. 41 and McGregor Boulevard
took place from late 1916 and into 1917.
At the time, Collier County had not yet
been formed; it was carved out of what
was then a vast Lee County. There was no
Tamiami Trail linking Tampa and Miami.
World War I was in full swing, and not
only was there no TV or the internet but
there was also no commercial radio. Fort
Myers had a population of around 3,500.
Cape Coral and Lehigh Acres had yet to
exist, nor did shopping malls, a bridge to

Sanibel or the right for women to vote.

The Fort Myers Country Club has been
described as a jewel right in the heart of
town. It’s one of many golf courses that
have helped lure people to the Sunshine
State for more than a century. In 1916,
when construction began in Fort Myers,
nine-hole courses were already operating
on Useppa and Boca Grande.

Fort Myers aimed to join in the excite-
ment and attract tourists to Florida’s west
coast. In a story from the Fort Myers Press
dated Dec. 9, 1916, it was announced that
the city would be opening a golf course
that would be comparable to some of the
best clubs in the nation.

Powerful people were behind the proj-
ect. Famed inventor and part-time Fort
Myers resident Thomas Edison was list-

ed as one of 15 directors of the new
course taking shape.

Fort Myers Country Club has
hosted some of golf’s biggest names,
enhancing the course’s reputation
and the community. Notable play-
ers include Arnold Palmer, Gene
Sarazen and LPGA founder Patty
Berg, who was a local resident until
her passing in 2006 at 88.

Naples Beach Hotel
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The Naples Beach & Golf Club
opened in 1931, eight years after the estab-
lishment of Collier County, named after
Barron Collier, and the Arcadia course’s
nine-hole facility.

The facility, which closed in 2021, is un-
dergoing renovation and rebranding and
is expected to reopen in late 2025 as the
Naples Beach Club, a Four Seasons Resort.

The original course was designed by
T.E. Fredericks, who worked for Donald
Ross, the man who designed the Fort My-
ers Country Club.

Golf continues to be a vibrant attrac-
tion, drawing people from Naples to Fort
Myers, Port Charlotte and even inland
to Arcadia. This has been true since the
1920s, remains true in the 2020s, and is
likely to persist far into the future, possibly
even into the 2120s.

The Arcadia Municipal Golf Course, founded in 1923,
is a nine-hole course in DeSoto County.
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BY ANDREA STETSON

Southwest Florida is so much more
than sun, surf and sand. It can be history,
hiking, wildlife, entertainment, gardens
and boating. Whether you are here for just
a few days or a week, there is much to en-
joy in Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties.

& Pure Florida has eco-tours, dolphin watching and sunset cruises, providing
a scenic and educational way to experience our waterways and wildlife.

LEE COUNTY

Two days:

Bailey-Matthews National Shell Mu-
seum — Get some in-depth information
about local shelling and view a large va-
riety of shells from our local beaches and
around the world. Visit the Great Hall of
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PLAN YOUR IDEAL TRIP: STUNNING ITINERARIES
FOR SHORT VISITS AND EXTENDED STAYS

Shells for displays highlighting some of
the 550,000 shells in the museum’s col-
lection. The Living Gallery of Aquariums
displays more than 60 species of marine
life.

‘Ding’ Darling National Wildlife Ref-
uge — Stop by the free education center
and learn more about the local environ-
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ment. Take a ride on the four-mile Wild-
life Drive or take a 90-minute tram tour.

While you are on the island, head to
the beach. Lighthouse Beach Park fea-
tures a historic lighthouse built in 1884.
Blind Pass Beach connects Sanibel to
Captiva, while Bowman’s Beach has the
best parking.

Edison & Ford Winter Estates —
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford both
had huge, large estates by the Caloosa-
hatchee River that visitors could visit. En-
joy over 20 acres of historical buildings
and gardens, including the 1928 Edison
Botanical Research Laboratory. Most of
the Edison main house and guest house
furnishings were used by the Edison fam-
ily, who enjoyed the place as a winter re-
treat for six decades.

Three to five days:

Koreshan State Park — Along the Es-
tero River, beside the majestic oaks, is a
settlement once inhabited by pioneers
who arrived here in 1893. The religious
sect, led by Cyrus Teed, was committed
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to communal living and believed that the
universe existed inside the Earth. There
are 11 restored and nationally registered
historic buildings to explore, as well as
hiking trails along the river.

Old US 41 — Twenty years ago, Old 41
was a place to avoid. The rundown area
was lined with auto repair shops, a ne-
glected park and even a hotel that pros-
titutes frequented. Now, it is nothing like
that at all. The City of Bonita Springs beau-
tified the area with brick pavers, round-
abouts and landscaping. The garages and
run-down shops have been replaced with
restaurants, breweries, wine bars, a food
truck area and more. The park is clean
and the centerpiece of the area. Concerts
and festivals are constantly held there.
Walk through the park and visit the col-
orful artist cottages, explore the shops and
restaurants, amble through the gardens at
the Shangri-La, visit the historical society
to learn about Bonita’s history and visit the
Wonder Gardens, which has been there
for almost 90 years. “It is a new destina-
tion,” said Trish Leonard, past president of

the downtown alliance. “We have wonder-
ful restaurants, entertainment and a hotel,
and it is just a small-town charm with a big
bright future”

Seven days:

Area beaches — Southwest Floridas
main attraction is the beaches, and there
are plenty of them. Fort Myers Beach still
has the scars of Hurricane Ian, but Times
Square is back with its restaurants and
shops by the beach. Further south, Bonita
Beach Park is open and so is all the access
except for number 10 on the island’s north
end. The restrooms and barbecue grills
at Bonita Beach Park were destroyed, but
there are some port-a-potties there.

Lovers Key State Park — Take a tram
ride to the south beach or hike the trails
along narrow canals and lagoons. In the
early 1900s, the islands were accessible
only by boat, and the legend was that
only lovers made the effort to get there,
so it was named Lovers Key. Legends also
hint that a pirate named Black Augustus
escaped capture and lived on the island.

Manatee Park — If you are here during
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cold weather and want to see these gentle
giants, head to Manatee Park. The manatees
flock to the warmer water created there by
the nearby power plant. There are walkways
and viewing areas along the waterway.

Ostego Bay Foundation Marine Sci-
ence Center — This marine center has
interactive exhibits, small aquariums, a
touch tank and unique displays. Howev-
er, the facility has been closed for repairs,
so call 239-470-4993 first.

Wicked Dolphin Rum Distillery
Tours — Guests are invited on free tours
of the facility in Cape Coral to learn how
they transform locally sourced Florida
sugar into handcrafted small-batch rum.
Visitors see the cooking, fermenting and
distilling processes and then get to sam-
ple different types of rum.

COLLIER COUNTY

Two days:

Pure Florida — Getting out on the wa-
ter is one of the best ways to experience
the nature of Southwest Florida. Pure
Florida is one of the many companies that
offer that opportunity. The three-hour eco
and dolphin-watching tours take guests
to Keewaydin Island. Shells are plentiful
on islands like this that are not packed
with crowds. Experts narrate everything
from the mangroves and waterways to the
many bird species seen along the way. Vis-
itors can also end the day with a 1.5-hour
sunset cruise that culminates with watch-
ing the sunset from the Gulf just beyond
Gordons Pass. “Being on the water is such
a huge part of our story, and that is what
makes Pure Florida so unique is that we
have multiple ways to experience being on
the water;” said Merry Kaufmann, director
of marketing and communications with
Pure Florida.

Sandy shores — A trip to the beachisa
must if you have only a couple of days in
town, so avoid some of the more crowded
beaches and head to the Barefoot Beach
Preserve. Many people see a gatehouse
and stop before ever getting there. But if
you travel 1.2 miles past the mansions in
the Barefoot community, you will arrive
at the 342 acres of beach and natural pre-
serve. The first parking lot and education
center are still closed due to damage from
Hurricane Ian, but parking lots two and
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i The Ostego Bay Foundation Marine Science
Center features interactive exhibits.
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three are open. Visitors can walk south
past the preserve all the way to Wiggins

Pass. There is also a kayak launch and
walking trails.

Three to five days:

The Conservancy of Southwest Flori-
da - If you want an in-depth look at what
Southwest Florida’s natural environment
is like, this is the place to go, and since it is

Glide through the

Everglades on an

airboat, spotting
- alligators and birds.

right next door to the zoo you can do both
in one day. The 21-acre nature center has
indoor and outdoor exhibits showcasing
the area’s unique ecosystems. There is an
electric boat ride through the mangroves
and along the Gordon River, a discovery
center packed with exhibits on invasive
species and local history and there is a
section with wildlife that was injured and
can't be returned to the wild. There is also a
wildlife animal hospital on site with some
viewing windows for the public to observe
some of the creatures being cared for.

“We love people to come to the Con-
servancy to learn what we do and the
advocacy for our land and wildlife,” said
Renee Stoll, director of communications
and marketing. “We are happy that peo-
ple get to understand fully what we do
and enjoy things like going on our boat
tours and understanding our habitats and
how our ecosystems work.”

Palm Cottage — If you want a look at life
in Collier County in the days of the pioneers,
head to Palm Cottage, the oldest house in
Naples that was built in 1895 and construct-
ed of tabby mortar. Learn historic facts and
tales about some of the first settlers.

Revs Institute — Auto Trader recent-
ly ranked this place as the fifth-best auto
museum in the world. The collection of
vehicles includes the 1896 French Pan-
hard et Levassor Wagonette, the 1934
Chrysler Airflow Imperial CV-8 Coupe,
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Collier County’s five free

museums highlight its rich =
history and early settlers. i
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and the 1974 powder blue Jorgensen Eagle 7400
USAC that won the 1975 Indianapolis 500.

Seven days:

Airboat rides — If you want something really dif-
ferent, head to the Everglades and hop on an airboat
through the waterways encircled by a river of grass.
You will probably see alligators and many birds along
the way while having an adventure on these unique
vessels. There are many vendors in both the Ever-
glades and on Lake Trafford in Immokalee.

Collier County museums — Collier County has
five free museums, though Naples Depot Museum is
still closed due to hurricane damage. Each museum
delves into the history of the area. The biggest is the
Collier Museum at the Government Center. There
are exhibits on prehistoric mastodons and colossal
sharks. Visitors will see ancient tools and ceremonial
masks and learn facts about the Calusa Indian civili-
zation. You can learn about the Seminole people and

the origins behind their traditional crafts. The exhib- Execute your net ecial event

its also explore .the dafll'y lives and isolation of early with ease at Mastello!
settlers and their families. See how cattlemen, clam — o —

diggers, trailblazers, plume hunters, hermits, loggers, Birthdays * Anniversaries * Graduations * Promotions
railroaders, rum runners, Crackers and Indian trad- Group & Private Dining ¢ Corporate Events

ers used to live. If you happen to be in Everglades Customized Menus °* Gift Cards

City, the small Museum of the Everglades is packed Mastello provides the perfect setting for creating

with big information from the first settlers to the red-
coat men who patrolled the roadways to the creatures
that lived there. The Immokalee Pioneer Museum
lets you walk among the buildings used by some of
the area’s first settlers and the Marco Island Historical
Museum takes you back through the history of the
island and surrounding areas. “Collier County has
just an incredible variety in its history,” said Elaina
Gyure, curator of education. “You can immerse your- .
selfin the very specific history of the locations. When 7890 Summerlin Lakes Dr | Fort Myers, FL 33907
you are visiting a place, there is no better way to learn 239.936.3660 | Mastello.com

treasured memories to last a lifetime!
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about its history”

Smallest Post Office— Near Everglades
City in Ochopee is the nation’s smallest
post office. The 7x8 building used to be
a tomato farm shed for irrigation pipes,
but in 1953, it was transformed into the
tiniest post office.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Two days:

Babcock Ranch Eco Tours — Take a
swamp buggy tour through a working
cattle ranch to see a plethora of local
wildlife. On the 90-minute tour, guests
get a chance to see wild turkeys, turtles,
osprey, sandhill cranes, fox squirrels and
more. While the buggy tours have a fee,
guests can opt to take a free self-guided
walking tour through the ranch.

Celtic Ray Public House — It is really
hard to find good Irish food in Southwest
Florida, but this place has it. The menu
features a variety of traditional items from
Cornish pasties and bangers and mash to
Shepherd’s pie and fish and chips. Inside,
the pub looks like it could be in Ireland.
There is a patio out back, but even better
are the swing seats and tables out front.

Fisherman’s Village — End the day at
this Punta Gorda icon that features bou-
tiques, restaurants and water views. “We
are known locally, regionally and na-
tionally as an icon in Punta Gorda,” said
Kathy Burnman, marketing and events
manager. “We have such a beautiful set-
ting in Southwest Florida”

Peace River Botanical & Sculpture
Gardens — Along the Peace River, the 30-
acre sanctuary lets visitors explore five
ecosystems: marshlands, wetlands, man-
groves, uplands and tidal basins. The gar-
dens showcase about 4,500 trees and bam-
boo varieties. Shaded pathways lead to the
river and a bridge to an island offers a vista
of the wetlands by Hunter’s Creek.

Four to five days:

Cruisin’ Tikis — Offering a unique way
to see Charlotte Harbor, the six-person tiki
boat cruises through the harbor at about
five miles per hour for 90 minutes, giving
guests lots of time to enjoy the wildlife and
views. Guests are allowed to bring their
own food and drinks on board. There are
both day and sunset cruises. “We see dol-
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Harbor and enjoy the wildlife from a tiki boat.

N

phins quite often,” said owner Jake Weiland.

Punta Gorda History Park & Arti-
san Village — The Punta Gorda Histori-
cal Society maintains a series of historic
buildings and gardens. The park is free
to explore. The buildings are open year-
round on Sundays during the Sunday
Market, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Searching for shark teeth — The
guidebooks might direct you to Venice
as the place to get shark teeth, but there
are more to be found and fewer crowds at
Stump Pass Beach State Park and Engle-
wood Beach in Charlotte County. Grab
a sifter and fill it with sand at the water’s
edge and then spill out your goodies to
search for shark teeth.

Tippecanoe Environmental Park
— The 380-acre preserve has diverse
habitats, including oak scrub, scrubby
flatwoods, coastal hammocks, flood-
plain forests, salt marshes and mangrove
swamps. The park has one of the largest
contiguous tracts of xeric oak scrub in
Charlotte County. This scrub provides
the ideal habitat for the Florida scrub-jay,
along with other protected species like
the gopher tortoise, eastern indigo snake
and gopher frog. The salt marshes and
mangrove swamps are places to look for
wading birds, reptiles, amphibians, os-
prey and bald eagles.

Seven days:

Fossil tour - The Peace River is known
for its fossils and there are several compa-
nies offering fossil tours along the rocky

Cruisin’ Tikis offers a unique way to explore Charlotte

el l 7 . A
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shoreline. About 50 million years ago, high
sea levels submerged Florida. Fossils erode
from the banks and bottom of the Peace
River and collect in gravel areas. Visitors
can also rent a kayak and paddle up the
river, looking for a gravel spot to search.

Mineral springs — While Florida
boasts a plethora of cold springs, just
north of Charlotte County in North Port
is Warm Mineral Springs State Park, the
only warm springs in the state. The wa-
ter is 85 degrees year-round. This unique
spring is on the U.S. National Register
of Historic Places and is believed to be
one of the highest mineral contents of
any natural spring in the United States.
There are chairs set all around the
springs, some under a canopy of trees.
The water is clear, so bring your mask
or goggles. Hurricanes destroyed the
main building, but spacious portable re-
strooms are there.

Punta Gorda History Mural Society
— Since 1994, local mural art has been
preserved, resulting in more than 30 mu-
rals now displayed around town. This im-
pressive collection has established Punta
Gorda as one of the leading mural towns
in the country. You can download a copy
of the mural walking and cycling guide at
puntagordamurals.org.

Spring Training - The Tampa Bay
Rays have their spring training at the
Charlotte Sports Park. If you are in
town during spring training, contact
springtraining@raysbaseball.com to snag
some tickets. ll
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# NEW TASTES:
DELVE INTO SOUTHWEST
FLORIDA'S CULINARY SCENE

BY KAREN FELDMAN
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A major benefit of living in Southwest Florida is that
talented and entrepreneurial culinarians and restaurateurs
are drawn here, too. The result is that the region offers an
impressive mélange of cuisines, from roll-off-the-beach-
and-into-a-booth casual to upscale establishments with
tuxedoed servers and a formal approach to dining.

Have a craving for Indian? Thai or Vietnamese? French,
Italian, Lebanese, Cuban or Peruvian? Farm-to-table,
vegetarian or organic? Seafood, Florida or New England
style? Artisanal bakeries, independent pizza joints, up-
scale steakhouses and serious barbecue? All are present
and accounted for.

Like the population, the number of restaurants is grow-
ing. Its a challenge to keep up with all the new spots, of
which there have been many in the past year. Here is a taste
of what’s new and delicious.
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LEE COUNTY

Bellini’s

13451 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers

239-270-5005

bellinisfortmyers.com

It’s always nice to reunite with an old
friend, and that’s what Bellini’s is to those
who have lived here for a couple of de-
cades or more. The restaurant was a fa-
vorite on Captiva until closing 20 years
ago. Now it’s back, this time on the main-
land in the Cypress Square location that
was previously home to Stillwater Grill.
The menu includes raw oysters, branzino,
seafood fideua (think paella with pasta
instead of rice), lobster ravioli carbonara,
rack of lamb and sweets like Bellini’s tira-
misu, Basque cheesecake, Nonna’s limon-
cello and ricotta bread pudding. Sunday
brunch features avocado, lobster toast,
filet mignon with potato hash, lump crab
Hollandaise and chocolate crepes.

Blossom & Brie
8250 Nalle Grade Road, North Fort Myers
239-385-0415
blossomandbrie.com

First opened as Rosy Tomorrows Heri-
tage Farm a decade ago, this 86-acre prop-
erty in North Fort Myers affords a rare
chance to dine on a working farm, where
many of the resident cows, sheep, chickens,
ducks, donkeys and pigs will amble over
to the fence to check out visitors. Lunch,
dinner and weekend brunch are served in
the spacious venue by a professional staff.
Executive Chef Wesley Robbins and his
team produce imaginative and beautifully
presented dishes using proteins and vege-
tables raised at the farm.

Bruno’s of Brooklyn
2149 First St., Fort Myers
239-278-0211
brunosofbrooklyn.com

The restaurant isn’t new but the space in
which Bruno’s of Brooklyn now operates
seems worlds away from the modest space
it occupied for a decade just a half mile
from the new spot on First Street. Chef
and owner Cal Bruno and his wife, Gen-
evieve, have taken Bruno family recipes
that made their previous restaurant such a
favorite and now offer it in a more spacious
and visible spot at First and Dean streets

LOCAL FLAVOR
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%, PJK Neighborhood Chinese offers a
tantalizing mix of grouper bao buns,
braised short ribs and a variety of
traditional and modern dim sum.
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PJK NEIGHBORHOOD CHINESE / COURTESY PHOTO

in downtown Fort Myers. Spicy lobster ca-
pellini, cavatelli sausage and broccoli rabe
over house made pasta, 18 types of anti-
pasti and veal chop Parmigiano are among
the dishes that await diners here.

Guru Indian Bistro
Prado at Spring Creek, 25151 Chamber of
Commerce Drive, Bonita Springs
239-427-0924

guruindianbistro.com

This new Bonita Springs restaurant of-
fers a heady mix of aromatic Indian dishes,
including multiple options for vegetarians
and seafood lovers. Besides the ubiqui-
tous chicken tandoori and tikka, there is
tandoori shrimp or salmon as well, dal
makhani (Punjabi-style black lentils and
kidney beans), biryani, vindaloo and, for
dessert, house-made mango pistachio kulfi.

PJK Neighborhood Chinese
Coconut Point, 23151 Village Shops Way,
Estero
239-421-9867
pjkchinese.com

From the company that brought us PF
Chang’s and Fleming’s Steakhouse comes
PJK Neighborhood Chinese, a casual,
upscale concept combining traditional
Chinese flavors with modern interpreta-
tions and focusing on local seafood. The

first location, which is in Naples, has been
successful and now Coconut Point has
the second location of the Naples-based
Paul Fleming Restaurant Group fresh
concept. Starters on the menu include
grouper bao buns, duck confit tacos and
eggrolls. Braised short ribs, Peking duck,
teriyaki steak, Mongolian chicken (or
other protein), and a variety of dim sum
(small) plates, including dumplings, duck
potstickers and chili wontons.

Sunqu Delights of Peru
529 Pondella Road, North Fort Myers
239-360-7906
sunquperu.com

This little gem has a modest exterior,
but the doors that once led to a conve-
nience store now open onto a charming
bastion of well-executed Peruvian food
served by a charming team. Chef and
co-owner Oscar Ludena ably manag-
es the kitchen while co-owner Nicholas
Byrnes works in the front of the house,
making guests feel like family. He’s also
equipped with an iPad containing photos
of all of the dishes on the menu and he
will graciously review them with anyone
uncertain about what to order. Servings
are generous. One of their ceviche plat-
ters and a paella entree are plenty for two.
Can't decide? Consider ordering a boat
that resembles the type used for sushi, but
this one contains portions of 10 Peruvian
dishes. Whatever you choose, save room
for dessert: The Seven Leches Cake made
by the chef is worth every single calorie.

Wickies Lighthouse Restaurant

362 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel
239-472-0011
wickieslighthouserestaurant.com

Brought to you by the owners of The
Island Cow on Sanibel (destroyed by fire
in August 2022) and Mad Hatter (washed
away by Hurricane Ian a month later). The
owners of the two establishments part-
nered in Wickies Lighthouse. The result
is a restaurant that serves breakfast, lunch
and dinner, plus weekend brunch. Din-
ers will find a wide-ranging menu with
plenty of comfort fare - think omelets,
pancakes, fried green tomatoes, shrimp
and grits — and some surprises - like blue-
berry jalapeno flatbread, a burger with
fig and bourbon compote, candied bacon
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Chef and Owner Fabrizio Aielli with Corporate Executive Chef
Jason Goddard at the Bakery at Grappino in Naples.
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and pepperjack cheese, and the signature Mad Hatter
crustless cheesecake.

COLLIER COUNTY

Bakery at Grappino
80 Ninth St. N., Naples
239-331-4325
aielligroup.com

The culinary team that brought us Sea Salt, Bar-
batella, Dorona and Grappino have added to their rep-
ertoire with the opening of Bakery at Grappino, a ven-
ture that involved sending the executive chef to Europe
for an intensive immersion in baking Old World style.
The bakery serves breakfast and lunch with a bounty
of freshly baked breads and pastry. Whether it’s focac-
cia, brioche, ciabatta or cannoli, its made in-house.

hether lyou're bn yoj lunch {a
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Coffees, smoothies, fresh juices and ginger
shots are also available. You can buy jars of
some sauces used in the restaurants along
with the pastries and bread.

Soluna
403 Bayfront Place, Naples
239-384-9436
solunanples.net

Chef William Andraca is known to many
who dine in area country clubs. His last stop
was the Bay Colony Golf Club. Now, he has
opened Soluna in Bayfront at Naples, where
Stoney’s Steakhouse used to be. Contempo-
rary fare is the concept, featuring dishes
such as calabaza risotto, heritage pork chop
and black grouper. Brunch might consist
of smoked salmon Napoleon, French toast
with key lime cream or a grilled black grou-
per sandwich with umami aioli.

Tap 42 Craft Kitchen & Bar
Mercato, 9118 Strada Place, Naples
239-399-3313
tap42.com

This Florida mini chain opened its
first Southwest Florida location in Na-
ples’ Mercato last year and is working to
open one in Fort Myers this year. Occu-
pying the space that previously held AZN
Azian Cuizine, Tap 42 blends contempo-
rary American fare with craft beers and
handcrafted cocktails in a casually stylish
setting. The beer list includes 42 Hazy
Daze, a collaboration between Tap 42 and
Funky Buddha Brewery. Choose from a
variety of appetizers — Truflle Street Corn
avocado toast, guacamole, spicy tuna tar-
tare, chicken lettuce wraps — plus salads,
burgers and sandwiches and plated en-
trees like prime chimichurri skirt steak,
jumbo barbecued baby back ribs, beer
battered fish and chips and chocolate
chunk bread pudding.

Unidos, A Latin Kitchen & Bar

1 Ninth St. S., Naples

239-331-3668

unidosrestaurant.com

Nuevo-Latin style adds another di-
mension to the Latin foods we already
like. That’s what Unidos serves — dishes
we might be familiar with but that are
prepared in a way that delivers some sur-
prises. Wood-roasted pork shank tacos
come with both green and guajillo sauc-

LOCAL FLAVOR

Unidos reimagines Latin cuisine with
dishes like wood-roasted pork shank
tacos and grilled cauliflower steak.

KATHLEEN ELIZABETH PHOTOGRAPHY / COURTESY PHOTO

es, plus charro beans. A grilled cauliflow-
er steak comes with passion fruit coconut
sauce and yuca fries. Other possibilities
include wood-grilled branzino tacos,
caramelized plantains and street churros
with ice cream, strawberries and mint.

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Jay’s Smokin’ BBQ
10175 Tamiami Trail, Punta Gorda
941-646-8589
jayssmokinbbgfl.com

Texas-style barbecue is this newcom-
ers specialty. (Actually, the business
isn't new, but it used to arrive on a food
truck.) With a brick-and-mortar build-
ing — the space previously occupied by
Stingray’s Diner at the defunct Muscle
Car City Museum. The menu is exten-
sive, with favorites such as brisket burnt
ends, Wisconsin cheese curds, hot hon-
ey fried chicken, smoked brisket, Italian
sausage and pulled pork. For a serious
indulgence, consider the Smashed Potato
Skillet (baked, smashed and buttered rus-
set potato with pulled pork or chopped
brisket piled on top, smothered in melted
beer cheese, then a drizzle of Jay’s Signa-
ture BBQ Sauce, topped with sour cream
and fresh chopped scallions).

Mayon Asian American
Restaurant
4300 Kings Hwy, Port Charlotte
941-291-0055
mayoneats.com

Mayon Asian American Restaurant
brings Filipino style to this casual new

eatery at Schoolhouse Square. The menu
includes standards such as lumpia, ado-
bo, currywurst, Mongolian beef, sinan-
gag (garlic fried rice), spareribs and halo
halo, plus still more lunch and dinner of-
ferings and a full bar.

Sunseeker Resort Charlotte

Harbor
5500 Sunseeker Way, Charlotte Harbor
833-914-7300
sunseekerresorts.com

The new Allegiant Sunseeker Resort
Charlotte Harbor opened with 20 - yes,
20 - food and beverage options. The re-
sort features seven standalone restau-
rants, 11 bars and lounges, two poolside
options and the 25,000-square-foot Food
Hall, in which 11 concepts co-exist, re-
sulting in some 200 dishes from which
to choose. Theres Arezzo Craft Pizza
Kitchen, Kinderhook Raw Bar & Crab
Co., Copper Cask Backyard Beer Gar-
den, Sweet Shine patisserie and dessert
bar; Charlotte Parlor gelato and creperie;
Copper Cask Backyard Beer Garden -
you get the idea. Thorough exploration
will likely require multiple meals.

U-Yee Sushi & Grill
42031 Cypress Pkwy, Babcock Ranch
239-567-1388
uyeesushi.com

Both sushi and hibachi lovers can find
something on the voluminous menu at
this Crescent B Commons restaurant.
There are plenty of sushi and sashimi
variations along with cooked items from
the kitchen, such as gyoza, fried soft-shell
crab, tempuras and hibachis.

1
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HURRICANE TIPS

IN CASE OF
EMERGENCY:

ESSENTIAL
CHECKLISTS FOR
HURRICANE SEASON

BY MARLA OTTENSTEIN
marla@ProfessionalOrganizerFlorida.com

Living in Florida for the past 25 years,
I've experienced way too many Category
4 and 5 hurricanes to count, including
Hurricanes Mitch (1998), Ivan and Char-
ley (2004), Wilma (2005), Irma (2017),
Ian (2022) and Milton (2024). And that’s
not counting the smaller hurricanes and
tropical storms that wreak havoc in be-
tween the big ones.

Hurricanes are unpredictable. You
never know when one will change its
course at the last minute and come right
at you just when you breathe a sigh of

relief. Take, for example, Hurricane Mi-
chael, which took a last-minute turn from
Southwest Florida heading north to lit-
erally flatten Mexico Beach and parts of
Panama City in 2018.

It’s not a matter of if but when disaster
will hit. Sadly, hurricanes aren’t our worst
enemy; its our complacency and disre-
gard for the inevitable that will probably
harm us the most. In other words, if you're
not smart, not realistic and not prepared,
you’ll have no one but yourself to blame

if you're not organized when disaster hits.

The following is the only hurricane
checklist you'll ever need. Yes, it's long. And
yes, some items might seem a bit eccentric,
such as dry shampoo, but trust me, if you
were here and experienced the physical
devastation and mental distress brought on
our beautiful community by the ravages of
Hurricane Irma in September of 2017 and
Hurricane Ian in September of 2022, you
know firsthand that you can never be too
organized or too prepared.

Standard essentials

« Frill-free landline phone and
basic phone service (not cable)

« Regular (not rechargeable)
batteries

« Manual can opener, scissors,
sharp knife

« Wine key and bottle opener

« Heavy-duty hammer, double-sid-
ed screwdriver

« Portable grill w/plenty of pro-
pane or charcoal

- Disposable plates, napkins,
cups, utensils

« Ice trays and pre-cut aluminum
foil sheets

« Quart and gallon-sized reseal-
able plastic bags

« LED lanterns (find them at ama-
zon.com)

» Flashlights and headlamps (LED

« Bleach

ones are best)

« Several battery-operated fans
(handheld and others)

« Plastic tarps, duct tape and
bungee cords

« Whistles

- Emergency drinking water
system (one can be found at
waterbob.com)

important files

« One large watertight container

for garbage

ish this annually)

- Silicone pot cover for tub drain

« Several gallon-size jugs to fill
with water for flushing toilets

« One large watertight file box for

« Well-stocked first aid kit (replen-

« Bug repellent, insect bite oint-

ment and sunscreen

- Matches and multi-purpose
lighters

« Rubber boots, heavy-duty work
gloves and face masks

« Large coolers with wheels and
lots of freezer packs

« Automobile jumper cables

- Tape measure

« Portable mobile phone chargers/
battery packs with cords

« Solar-powered mobile phone
chargers/ battery packs with
cords

« Unscented dry shampoo (you’ll
be glad you did)

- Metal, spill-proof, UL-approved
“safety” gas cans

« Blankets, pillows and inflatable
mattresses

Pet owners

« Keep a two-week supply of pet
food, medications and anti-anx-
iety pills stored in a watertight
container

« Copy all current vaccines/licens-
es and store them in a container

- Secure animals in crates with
toys and long-lasting rawhide

and leash

bones during and after the storm
« Always secure pets with harness

« Microchip all pets and have

current ID on collar

« Puppy “pee-pee” pads

« Collapsible pet cages (essential for
evacuation, shelters and hotels)
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HURRICANE TIPS

Optional
- Generator and gas (store per
manufacturer’s manual)

« Carbon monoxide detector

« Gas or battery-powered chain-
saw and protective gear

« NOAA weather and two-way
radios

As far in advance as possible

« Review all insurance coverages

« Set up an online insurance
account with a hotline number
on your phone

« Inventory and photograph all
personal property

« Create a master list of accounts
and emergency numbers

- Service/repair hurricane shutters

+ CASH (small bills are best)

« Seven days of non-perishable
food

- Seven days of toilet paper and
paper towels

- Disposable hand sanitizer and/or

baby wipes

- Disposable disinfecting wipes

« Drinking water for humans and
pets (4 gallons per person and
pet per day for 14 days)

« Disposable toothbrushes

- Sandbags or large bags of

potting soil

« Trim trees, palm fronds, coco-
nuts, etc.

« No shutters? Have plywood cut
in advance and have an installa-
tion plan in place

- Give a spare key to a friend for
safekeeping

One week before the storm

« Put shutters or plywood up and
leave two means of egress

« Recycle any unwanted hazard-
ous materials

« Remove blades from exterior
ceiling fans

- Remove and/or tie down exterior

light fixtures

- Remove decorative knickknacks,

pots, statues, furniture, door-
mats, etc.

« Purchase boxed milk, oranges,
grapefruits and apples

« Turn on government alerts on
your mobile phone and register
with Alert Charlotte/Collier/Lee/
etc.

« Set aside rubber boots and a
rain jacket with a hood

« Fill lots of gallon-sized reseal-
able plastic bags with ice

« Empty freezer and refrigerator of

all perishable items

« Fill gas tanks and top off all
automotive liquids

« Inspect tire pressure

« Limit driving to necessary travel
only

« Fill spill-proof gas cans and store
them in the garage

- If you decide to evacuate, do not
wait.

Three days before the storm

- Wash all dirty laundry

« Change bed linens and clean
residence

- Balance bank statements

- Pay all credit card bills and
estimated taxes

« Be sure everyone in your family

always carries detailed identifi-
cation and medical information
« Keep current digital photos of
all family members and pets on
your mobile phone in case of
emergency
« Pack one duffle bag/person in

case of evacuation

- Store all prescription medicines,
eyeglasses, contact lenses,
hearing aids/ batteries, syringes,
pet meds, checkbooks and pass-
ports in a watertight container

- Store copies of all insurance

policies, HUD statements, title
insurances, car titles, prescrip-
tions and medical conditions,
proof of address and pet records
« Refill all prescriptions in advance
(30-day supply preferable)

24 hours before the storm
« Turn the ice maker off and empty

the ice tray

« Pre-cook all meat, fish and
poultry

« Crank up the freezer and refrig-
erator settings to the coldest
setting

« Crank up HVAC to cool home
(turn AC off when power goes
off)

« Pull blinds down to keep your

home cool

« Fill bathtubs with water. This
water will not be for drinking.

« Fill gallon jugs with water for
toilet flushing

- Limit wastewater use until given
the “all-clear” by local utility
authority

« Run dishwasher and washer/
dryer one last time

« Charge all mobile phones,
tablets, laptop computers and
external battery packs

« Back up files to the Cloud or an
external hard drive (keep in a
watertight container)

« Store computer/laptop in dish-
washer and lock

« Fill several thermoses with
coffee

« Tell out-of-town friends and

family where you will be during
the hurricane, as well as your
backup plans (i.e., evacuate)

« Set up group text and tell family
and friends to limit contact

« Clear all voicemails, then all de-
leted voicemail messages from
your mobile phone

« Put hurricane supplies in one
place and off the floor

Day of the storm

« Pull the car into the garage as
far as possible

« Lock the garage from the inside
by closing the safety latch and
put the lift on the manual setting

« Turn the hot water heater and

corresponding circuits off.

- Put dry towels and bathmats
on the floor surrounding all
windows and doors

- Unplug all small appliances
« Close all windows and interior

doors (lock windows, not doors)

« Put all mobile devices on “low
battery” mode

« Leave your mobile devices on at
all times.

« Pick a windowless interior room

where everyone will remain for
the duration of the storm

- Have a backup location where
everyone goes in case the win-
dows blow

OLIVIA WILD / FLORIDA WEEKLY
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Day of the storm continued

« If you do move to the backup
location, take a headcount

« Lock all exterior doors and put
the key in a secure place

- Discuss evacuation routes in
advance

« Flying debris? Take cover and

shelter in place.

« Wear long pants, sneakers and
socks (no shorts or flip-flops)

« Everyone should have a rain-
coat, rubber boots, umbrella, hat
and flashlight readily available in
case of emergency

« Keep passport, driver’s license/
identification, cash and credit/
debit/ATM cards together in a
handbag or resealable plastic
bag and place next to your
raincoat for quick retrieval

- Keep an extra set of car and

house keys in a resealable
plastic bag
« Turn the TV off and unplug it
until power and cable are stable
« Turn HVAC and corresponding
circuits off (air handler first
followed by condenser)

After the storm

« Reset the HVAC system by turn-
ing the air handler and condenser
off at the breaker for 10 minutes
before turning back on

« Change AC air filters and reset
the temperature to normal

« Run two full cycles in the empty
clothes washer and in the empty

dishwasher to ensure the water
is clean

« Run two or three full ice maker
cycles before use

« Reset refrigerator/freezer tem-
peratures to normal

« Report all damage to insurance

companies with photos and
videos

- Replenish all supplies after the
storm

« Remove batteries from all flash-
lights, radios and fans when not
in use

Marla Ottenstein is Naples’ Premier Professional Organizer and
Certified Move Manager. Renowned for her exceptional expertise in
helping clients declutter, consolidate, downsize and transform their
spaces, her passion for organization and her commitment to providing
unparalleled customer service is unmatched. With more than 16 years
of experience in her field, she is the foremost authority in professional

organizing and relocation services in Southwest Florida. She is licensed
and insured. Member of National Association of Professional Orga-
nizers. Ms. Ottensteins Ultimate Hurricane Checklist is a copyrighted
document that cannot be altered or reprinted without her permission.

For more information, call 239-860-7847 or visit ProfessionalOrga-
nizerFlorida.com.
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HEALTH CARE

LEE COUNTY

Lee Health operates:

Cape Coral Hospital
636 Del Prado Blvd., Cape Coral
239-424-2000

Golisano Children’s Hospital
of Southwest Florida
9981 S. HealthPark Drive, Fort
Myers
239-343-5437

Gulf Coast Medical Center

13681 Doctors Way, Fort Myers
239-343-1000

HealthPark Medical Center
9981 South HealthPark Drive,
Fort Myers
239-343-5000

Lee Memorial Hospital
2776 Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers
239-343-2000

Rehabilitation Hospital
2776 Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers
239-343-3900

Prime Healthcare
Services operates:

Lehigh Regional Medical Center

1500 Lee Blvd., Lehigh Acres
239-369-2101

COLLIER
COUNTY

NCH Healthcare System
operates:

NCH Baker Hospital

350 Seventh St. N., Naples
239-624-5000

NCH North Naples Hospital

11190 Health Park Blvd., Naples
239-624-5000

Physicians Regional
Healthcare System
operates:

Physicians Regional Medical

Center - Collier Boulevard
8300 Collier Blvd., Naples
239-354-6000

Physicians Regional

Medical Center - North
1285 Creekside Blvd., Naples
239-260-6631

Physicians Regional

Medical Center - Pine Ridge
6101 Pine Ridge Road, Naples
239-348-4000

CHARLOTTE
COUNTY

Due to ShorePoint Health Punta
Gorda’s permanent closure in De-
cember 2024, people needing help
in the area should seek medical care
at these other nearby hospitals:

HCA Florida Englewood Hospital

700 Medical Blvd., Englewood
941-475-6571

HCA Florida Fawcett Hospital
21298 Ocean Blvd.,
Port Charlotte
941-629-1181

ShorePoint Health

Port Charlotte
2500 Harbor Blvd., Port Charlotte
941-766-4122

Note: As of this writing, Advent-
Health has signed a deal to acquire
both ShorePoint hospitals in Char-
lotte County. No further information
was available at press time.

Find a physician
or caregiver

Discover the finest medical
practitioners across Lee, Collier
and Charlotte counties with Florida
Weekly’s esteemed compilation,
Health Trends. Navigate to Flor-
idaWeekly.com, choose your spe-
cific area, then access this valuable
resource by clicking on ‘Special Sec-
tions’ followed by ‘Health Trends.’

Learn to ail i
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SIGNATURE EVENTS

Events may be rescheduled or canceled,
so please check official websites for the lat-
est updates.

LEE COUNTY

Southwest Florida
Agriculture Expo
Now - March 9

Ever since 1924, the Southwest Flori-
da Lee County Fair, currently named the
Southwest Florida Agriculture Exposition,
has honored regional agriculture, horticul-
ture and crafts. The event includes carnival
attractions, games, various food stalls, a
livestock exhibition, entertainment and a
petting zoo.

11831 Bayshore Road, North Fort Myers
AgExpo@leegov.com | swflagexpo.com

Concert in the Park

March 6, April 3

Bring your chair and come to the City
of Cape Coral for an evening filled with
music and tasty food trucks.

March 6: 528 Cultural Park Blvd., Cape
Coral

April 3: 4818 Tarpon Court, Cape Coral

239-573-3128 | capeconcerts.com

Sanibel Shell Art Festival

March 6-8

In collaboration with the Sanibel Shell
Festival, which is marking its 88th anni-
versary, the Sanibel Shell Art Festival at-
tracts art lovers and shell fans eager to dis-
cover unique shell artworks and creative
pieces.

2173 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel
239-293-9448 | boulderbrook.net

Downtown Fort Myers Art Walk
March 7, April 4, May 2, June 6

On the first Friday of every month,
enjoy a complimentary event featuring a
diverse group of local artists presenting
unique artworks made from various mate-
rials. It's a great opportunity to experience
creativity and discover new talent in the
community.

First Street and Hendry Street, Fort Myers
hello@explorefortmyers.com | myriverdistrict.com

Fort Myers
Shrimp Festival

LEE COUNTY VISITOR & CONVENTION BUREAU / COURTESY PHOTO

Shrimp Festival
March 8-9

The Fort Myers Beach Lions Club
Shrimp Festival is a highly anticipated an-
nual event featuring a parade, exhibitions,
a Queen’s Pageant and a shrimp-eating
contest, attracting thousands of visitors
while raising funds to support community
initiatives for those in need.

239-451-3425 | fortmyersbeachshrimpfestival.com

24 Hour Festival
March 9

Experience an exhilarating free event
at the Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center,
where a dynamic mix of artists will dive
into a whirlwind of creativity, tackling
whimsical prompts and racing against the
clock for 24 hours to unveil an extraordi-
nary showcase of their unique works.

2301 First St., Fort Myers
239-333-1933 | shdac.com

Cape Coral Music & Arts
Fusion Walk

March 15

The Cape Coral Music & Arts Fusion
Walk, organized by the Parks and Recre-
ation Department of Cape Coral, supports
local businesses by offering an evening of
live music and temporary shops featuring
local artists. Explore a variety of unique
items, including handcrafted jewelry and

artwork, all within a welcoming environ-
ment for families.

SE 47th Terrace, Cape Coral
239-574-0401 | capecoral.gov

ECHO’s Global
Food & Farm Festival
March 16-22

Explore the vast 57-acre Global Farm,
discover a tropical rainforest exhibit, en-
gage with alternative energy demonstra-
tions and enjoy interactive activities that
teach children about global hunger and
how they can contribute to change.

17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers
239-543-3246 | echonet.org

Downtown Fort Myers
Music Walk

March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20

Held on the third Friday of each month,
this free community gathering showcas-
es local and regional artists aged 17 and
older, offering a vibrant evening of street
dance alongside a concert that highlights
musicians of all abilities and diverse mu-
sical genres.

First Street and Hendry Street, Fort Myers
239-313-5129 | myriverdistrict.com

Fort Myers River District
Music Festival
March 21-23
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A celebration featuring a diverse ar-
ray of fresh and tasty dishes, highlighting
seafood sourced from the shores of Flori-
da. The event also showcases live perfor-
mances by some of the best regional artists
across genres such as R&B and reggae.
Participants can savor a variety of drinks
and desserts in addition to the extensive
food selections.

1400 Hendry St., Fort Myers
941-487-8061 | paragonfestivals.com

Sounds of Jazz & Blues

March 22

The Cape Coral Parks and Recreation
Department hosts this annual event that
showcases outstanding local jazz and
blues musicians. This festival is recognized
as the city’s premier music event and pairs
delightful dining options with enchanting
performances.

1800 NW 28th Ave., Cape Coral
239-573-3128 | capeconcerts.com

Ft. Myers SpringFest Show

SIGNATURE EVENTS

March 29-30

The Ft. Myers SpringFest Show, held at
Bell Tower, celebrates handmade creations
and high-end retail from local and region-
al artists. It offers a fun family-friendly
outing with shopping, snacking and live
music in a beautiful coastal setting, all
while supporting small businesses and
unique artisans.

13499 S. Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers
302-384-1116 | mypromotions.com

Bonita Springs Masters
Art Festival
March 29-30, April 26-27

The Promenade at Bonita Bay is offer-
ing a vibrant weekend filled with unique
artworks and crafts from 39 skilled artists,
along with delightful evening dining and a
Saturday Farmers Market.

26795 S. Bay Drive, Bonita Springs
239-293-9448 | boulderbrook.net

Bonita Springs Food Truck Rally
& Music Festival

April 5-7

The Food Truck Rally & Music Festival
presents a weekend filled with tasty dishes
from local food trucks, energetic live per-
formances and a vibrant marketplace.

28001 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs
941-487-8061 | paragonfestivals.com

Bonita Springs
Short Film Festival
April 17

The annual film competition celebrates
the City of Bonita Springs, inviting partici-
pants of all ages and skill levels to creative-
ly showcase their stories through any film
genre.

25251 Chamber of Commerce Drive, Bonita Springs
239-302-2707 | bonitaspringsfilmfestival.org

Fort Myers Film Festival
May 14-18

The Fort Myers Film Festival is an es-
sential event for indie filmmakers, provid-

ing a stage to present their work at venues
like the Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center

FLORIDA'S PREMIER DINNER THEATRE

>BROADWAYPALM
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* * *

A GERSHWIN musical comedy
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JUL 3 - AUG 9, 2025
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%

FEB 28 - APR 13, 2025

1380 Colonial Boulevard, Fort Myers - 239.278.4422 - BroadwayPalm.com
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and the Calusa Planetarium. Celebrated
for promoting local talent, it attracts a dis-
cerning audience, making it a key gather-

ing for indie film lovers in the area.
2301 First St., Fort Myers
239-810-6323 | fortmyersfilmfestival.com

Fringe Fort Myers
May 29 - June 1

Fringe Fort Myers embraces its tradi-
tions of being uncensored, unjuried and in-
clusive, ensuring all ticket sales go directly
to artists. The 2025 edition focuses on sup-
porting independent talent and encourag-
ing community engagement in innovative
theater and live performances, utilizing a
lottery system for selecting performers.

10091 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers
239-939-2787 | artinlee.org

COLLIER COUNTY

Jewish Book Festival
Now — April 2

The Greater Naples Jewish Book Festi-
val highlights authors and literature that
focus on Jewish themes. Its aim is to en-
rich, entertain and engage the community
by creating opportunities for individuals
to unite through educational and social
gatherings.

4720 Pine Ridge Road, Naples
239-263-4205 | jewishnaples.org

Evening on Fifth

Second Thursday of every month,
year-round

Experience an exciting array of live mu-
sic bustling through the streets of Fifth Av-
enue South, complemented by exceptional
dining, shopping and a variety of other
activities.

Fifth Ave. S., Naples
239-692-8436 | fifthavenuesouth.com

Festival Under the Stars
Now — March 15

The Annual Festival Under the Stars,
led by Ramoén Tebar and featuring the
Naples Festival Orchestra in partnership
with the Luciano Pavarotti Foundation,
is a two-week outdoor opera celebration
that showcases performances of The Mag-
ic Flute, La bohéme, The Mikado and ad-
ditional works.

SIGNATURE EVENTS

Evening on Fifth

755 Eighth Ave. S., Naples
239-963-9050 | operanaples.org

Naples Artcrafters
March 8 and April 12

Naples Artcrafters organizes monthly
art exhibitions that showcase a variety of
unique and handmade artworks creat-
ed by local artists who have successfully
passed a strict selection process.

755 Eighth Ave. S., Naples
dusty.beck@gmail.com | naplesartcrafters.com

Marco Island National
Fine Art Show

March 8-9

The Second Annual Marco Island Na-
tional Fine Art Show takes place at Veter-
ans Community Park, featuring 102 artists
across 15 mediums and delicious culinary
offerings.

901 Park Ave., Marco Island
Hl@maurichproductions.org | minfas.org

Naples Jewish Film Festival
March 9-30

NJFF showcases the most outstanding
and captivating scenes from recently re-
leased Israeli and Jewish films, all screen-
ing at the Nina Iser Jewish Cultural Center.

4720 Pine Ridge Road, Naples
239-263-4205 | naplesjewishfilmfestival.org

Naples Flower Show

March 14-15

The Naples Flower Show, the largest ju-
ried exhibition in Southwest Florida, high-

lights floral designs and unique plants.
This event, presented by the Naples Gar-
den Club and Naples Botanical Garden,
also includes gardens, photography and
educational displays. Admission is part
of the standard entry fee to the Botanical
Garden.

4820 Bayshore Drive, Naples
239-262-1272 | naplesgardenclub.org

Naples Seafood & Music Festival
March 14-15

A complimentary three-day celebration
features continuous live performances,
tasty seafood and vegetarian meals from
nearby vendors, refreshing beverages, and
a marketplace showcasing arts and crafts.

7035 Airport-Pulling Road, Naples
941-487-8061 | paragonfestivals.com

Collier Fair & Exposition
March 20-30

This festival includes family-friendly en-
tertainment, agricultural exhibits, carnival
rides, games and live music, celebrating the
community and its farming heritage with
activities like 4-H contests and animal dis-
plays.

75139th Ave. NE, Naples
239-455-1444 | collierfair.com

Ave Maria Festival of the Arts

March 22-23

The Ave Maria Festival of the Arts, or-
ganized by Blue Ribbon Events, will high-
light local craftspeople displaying an array
of distinctive creations, such as jewelry,
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ceramics, fabrics and home decorations.

5076 Annunciation Circle, Ave Maria
239-352-3903 | avemaria.com

Downtown Art Fair
March 22-23

A yearly two-day celebration that draws
artists, collectors and art lovers from
around the world, featuring a wide range
of artistic expressions and techniques, al-
lowing participants to discover artworks,
engage with creators and immerse them-
selves in a lively cultural atmosphere.

755 Eighth Ave. S., Naples
239-262-6517 | naplesart.org

Marco Island Center for the Arts’
Art and Craft Fair
March 22-23, April 12-13

This fair showcases a diverse range of
handcrafted items, exquisite artworks and
creations by local and regional artists, of-
fering a chance to explore and appreciate
the lively artistic community of Marco Is-
land.

1010 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island
239-394-42211 marcoislandart.org

Art in the Park
April 5

Launched in 1957, this renowned event
in Naples features a series of juried out-
door exhibitions providing the communi-
ty access to fine arts and crafts. These pres-
tigious gatherings showcase an extensive
range of mediums, such as ceramics, glass-
work, painting and sculpture, highlighting
local artists’ skills throughout the state.

755 Eighth Ave. S, Naples
239-262-6517 | naplesart.org

Cars as Art
April 5

Cars as Art features stunning classic au-
tomobiles evaluated by professional artists
rather than automotive specialists. This
essential gathering for car enthusiasts in
Southwest Florida encourages a $5 con-
tribution per person and celebrates the
unique intersection of automotive design
and artistic expression.

1010 Winterberry Drive, Marco Island
239-394-4221 | marcoislandart.org

Margarita & Taco Festival
April 5

SIGNATURE EVENTS

The event will include live music, food
trucks serving Mexican treats and refresh-
ing margaritas, along with activities such
as a primate show, wrestling entertain-
ment, a farmers market and local artisans.

5076 Annunciation Circle, Ave Maria
239-352-3903 | avemaria.com

Southland Bluegrass
Music Festival
April 6

The outdoor entertainment lineup an-
nounced highlights free performances
from headliners Rhonda Vincent & The
Rage, Del McCoury, The Infamous String-
dusters, The Travelin’ McCourys and Alli-
gator Alley.

506 S. First St., Immokalee

info@goldenentertainment.us |
southlandbluegrassfestival.com

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Sullivan Street Craft Festival

March 8-9

Discover the finest craftspeople in the
charming downtown area of Punta Gorda,
located by the Peace River and the Gulf of
Mexico. This beautiful location is consid-
ered the center of Charlotte County and
is a must-visit destination along Florida’s

West Coast.
331 Sullivan St., Punta Gorda
561-746-6615 | artfestival.com

Peace River National Art Festival

March 15-16

Experience an artistic celebration along
the Peace River in historic Punta Gorda,
curated by the Visual Arts Center. Accom-
plished artists will showcase diverse medi-
ums, including art glass, fiber arts, jewelry,
metalwork and more.

100 Nesbit St., Punta Gorda
239-293-9448 | boulderbrook.net

Punta Gorda Arts & Crafts Show
March 22-23

For 22 years, MY Promotions has host-
ed the Punta Gorda Arts & Crafts Show at
picturesque Gilchrist Park. The show con-
sistently attracts around 8,000 visitors and
ensures excellent sales in a vibrant and en-
gaging atmosphere.

400 W. Retta Esplanade, Punta Gorda
302-384-1116 | mypromotions.com

PULL Music Festival

March 29

Visit the Charlotte County Fairgrounds
for an exciting event featuring food trucks,
vendors and live music, including a per-
formance by Yuhon Marley, the grandson
of the legendary Bob Marley.

2333 El Jobean Road, Port Charlotte
941-276-1976

Sarasota Film Festival
April 4-13

The Sarasota Film Festival, founded in
1998, features more than 200 films, in-
cluding narratives and documentaries. It
highlights filmmakers’ artistic efforts and
supports community growth through a
range of programs held throughout the
year.

332 Cocoanut Ave., Sarasota
941-364-9514 | sarasotafilmfestival.com

Punta Gorda Seafood

& Music Festival
April 18-20

Spend a weekend indulging in a variety
of mouthwatering cuisine featuring sea-
food, meat and vegetarian options. Listen
to live performances by local musicians
while exploring a marketplace that show-
cases arts, crafts and specialty goods. Best
of all, general admission to the event is
free.

100 Nesbit St., Punta Gorda
941-487-8061 | paragonfestivals.com

FloFest
April 26

This festival showcases live reggae per-
formances, local artisans, tasty food trucks
and a VIP area. Be sure to bring a blanket
or chairs, as umbrellas are permitted, but
tents are not allowed, regardless of weath-
er conditions.

2333 El Jobean Road, Port Charlotte
potlucksrg@gmail.com | potlucksrg.com

Hibiscus Festival of Punta Gorda
May 2-4

The Hibiscus Festival, founded in 2004
by Dawn MacGibbon and local enthusi-
asts, celebrates Punta Gorda’s unique his-
tory and connection to hybrid hibiscus
breeder Harry R. Goulding.

400 W. Retta Esplanade, Punta Gorda
941-815-0324 | thehibiscusfestival.com M
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FGCU Eagles crushed
the Ave Maria
Gyrenes 108-31,
setting a record with
18 three-pointers.

LINWOOD FERGUSON / COURTESY PHOTO

CHAMPIONSHIP CALIBER

The rising influence of college and professional sports

BY GLENN MILLER

Right in the heart of Lee County, nes-
tled between Collier and Charlotte coun-
ties, is a campus of champions. That is the
home of Florida SouthWestern College, a
powerhouse in junior college sports.

The womens volleyball team recently
won its third consecutive National Junior
College Athletic Association title. Not
surprisingly, volleyball coach Thais Bazi-
quetto-Allen was named national coach
of the year for the third consecutive year.
The parade of the national championship

began in 2021, only five years after FSW
President Jeffrey Albritten revived athlet-
ics at the school formerly known as Edison
State College and Edison Junior College.
FSW has made a name for itself in
recent years, but Southwest Florida has
a rich history of both pro and amateur
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sports. Southwest Florida is not home to
the National Football League, National
Basketball Association or National Hock-
ey League franchises, but it offers a vi-
brant variety of sports.

Four Major League Baseball teams
hold spring training in the area: the
Boston Red Sox and Minnesota Twins
in Fort Myers, the Tampa Bay Rays in
Port Charlotte, and the Atlanta Braves in
North Port. The region’s connection to
spring training dates back to 1925 when
the Philadelphia A’s began training in
Fort Myers.

While the FSW Buccaneers have done
well in junior college athletics, a short
drive away at Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity, the Division 1 Eagles have a flour-
ishing program that offers more than the
five sports at FSW.

The most successful FGCU program is
women’s basketball, which has won sev-
en consecutive Atlantic Sun Conference
titles. The volleyball team recently won
its fourth consecutive ASUN title.

Basketball coach Karl Smesko started

SWFL SPORTS

FC Naples players
are passionate
athletes aiming
for victory in their
inaugural season.

and built the women’s program and the
rousing success attracted the attention of
the Women’s National Basketball Asso-
ciation. He is now the head coach of the
Atlanta Dream.

FC NAPLES / COURTESY PHOTO
The Florida Everblades have won three
consecutive Kelly Cup titles, the cham-
pionship of the ECHL, a minor-league
hockey league. A new addition to the
sports landscape this year is a pro soccer

—_—

GULFSHORE PLAYHOUSE

Kristen Coury, CEO & Producing Artistic Director

Theatre worth the Spotlight.

GULFSHOREPLAYHOUSE.ORG

Sponsored in part by Naples, Marco Island, Everglades Convention & Visitors Bureau
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team in Naples. FC Naples plays its home
games at the Paradise Coast Sports Com-
plex. This will be its inaugural season.
The Fort Myers Might Mussels base-
ball team, under one name or another,
has been around a lot longer than FC Na-

SWFL SPORTS

FSW Baseball defeated Polk State 10-3 on April 29,
2019, while honoring their departing sophomores. J
BRE A | aa AN
LINWOOD FERGUSON / COURTESY PHOTO
ples. The Mussels are affiliated with the
Minnesota Twins and play their home
games at Hammond Stadium in the Lee
Health Sports Complex. The Mussels
were previously known as the Miracle
and began playing at Hammond Stadium

1992, a year after it opened.

At FSW

Backat the campus of champions, FSW
Athletic Director George Sanders works
in his third-floor office of the Suncoast
Credit Union Are-
na. This impressive
75,000-square-foot
facility, with a seat-
ing capacity of 3,500,
serves as the home
for the school’s vol-
leyball and basketball
teams. It stands as the
crown jewel among
the campus’s athletic
facilities, which also
feature baseball and softball fields.

This sports journey began when
Albritten brought athletics back begin-
ning 2016.

“He wanted to do it right, and this
building is the first testament to that and
the work that he’s done in the communi-
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ty and continues to do to try to support
the program and the college,” Sanders
said. “This building is the benchmark,
for lack of a better word, in the success
of what he wanted to build and what he
expected from the programs.”

The arena plays a crucial role in re-
cruiting athletes. “It’s an easy sell,” Sand-
ers said. “The whole community is an
easy sell. We have a great campus. We
have an arena on campus, which is a little
different than a lot of the junior colleges.
We have the best arena in the country,
and we have the beaches.”

FSW actively recruits individuals from
across the U.S. and beyond. The rosters
feature athletes from various countries,
including Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech Republic,
Finland, Honduras, Italy, Latvia, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria,
Peru, Poland and Slovakia.

Finding the right coaches is also criti-
cal for Sanders. “I like people who under-
stand us,” Sanders said. By “us” he means

SWFL SPORTS

The FSW Bucs clinched the 2022-2023 State Cham-
pionship by defeating Miami Dade in straight sets.

&

junior college athletics. “It’s a different
world,” Sanders said. “You have constant
turnover.”

At four-year universities, students tend
to stay longer. “We have to continue to
realize that we’re a stepping stone insti-

LINWOOD FERGUSON / COURTESY PHOTO

tution,” Sanders said. By that, he means
FSW is a gateway to four-year universi-
ties for many student-athletes. It’s also a
gateway to professional sports for some.
There are now more than 20 former FSW
baseball players in professional baseball.

EXPERIENCE UPSCALE BOUTIQUE LUXURY AT THE WYVERN HOTEL

Located just steps from downtown Punta Gorda’s vibrant art, dining, and shopping scene, The Wyvern Hotel, an Ascend Collection Hotel,
offers a boutique experience with 63 newly upgraded rooms and full-service amenities.
Experience Perch 360, our rooftop restaurant with breathtaking views of Charlotte Harbor. Celebrate special moments at the Skydeck, our
r stunning new event space located on the rooftop, designed for unforgettable gatherings, perfect for both guests and locals.

T On the first floor, enjoy a refined dining experience at 88 Keys Florida, our elegant piano bar and restaurant.

Follow us on social media to stay updated on events, specials, and all the excitement happening at The Wyvern Hotel!
@thewyvernhotel -Instagram | @thewyvernhotel-Facebook
101E Retta Esplanade Punta Gorda | 941-639-7700
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Finding the right people means people
such as volleyball coach Thais Baziquet-
to-Allen, a native of Brazil. It also might
mean softball coach Robert Iamurri, who
coached Naples High School softball
from 1986 to 2014 before starting up the
FSW program.

The first year for softball was 2016,
when the Bucs were 53-16. lamurri said
administrative support and facilities have
been key. Before on-campus fields were
built for the FSW baseball and softball
teams, they played at City of Palms Park
in downtown Fort Myers.

Another key to recruiting, accord-
ing to Iamurri, is a dormitory. “So you
had real nice dorms with 24/7 security,”
Tamurri said.

Players are just steps away from where
they practice and play, and having a lo-
cation in Florida is also beneficial. “Palm
trees, white beaches,” ITamurri said. Those
can be particularly appealing to players
from Canada or Wisconsin.

So is success. Iamurri could see play-

SWFL SPORTS

LINWOOD FERGUSON / COURTESY PHOTO
ers from the beginning were on-board

with what he was trying to build. “They
bought in,” Tamurri said. “They were not

dominant, but there was a right mix to be
competitive the first year.”

Then came national titles in 2021 and
2022. Although the Bucs didn’t win the
national championship in either 2023 or
2024 they still compiled a 111-15 record
in those years.

Everybody wins

Volleyball is obviously the most im-
portant sport to volleyball coach Thais
Baziquetto-Allen,

But she likes that all the sports do well
at FSW and they help fuel each other.

“It’'s the culture,” Baziquetto-Allen
said. “I remember right before I took the
job, and I was in a place that was success-
ful in volleyball... and there was maybe
one other sport that was successful. But
when I looked at FSW, everybody was
successful, which means you have the
support.”

That means support from the admin-
istration and community. Recruiting in
any sport is essential to success.
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“We're able to recruit players from all
over the world,” Baziquetto-Allen said.
She instills a certain approach in her ath-
letes. “I think the players really buy in on
the culture that we put together of work-
ing hard and knowing that even if we’re
No. 1, people are going to come after us
and try to beat us,” Baziquetto-Allen said.
“So we have to be able to be very diligent
in our training every day.”

How does a volleyball coach in Fort
Myers recruit players from other con-
tinents? “It’s just a network,” she said.
There’s a network of volleyball people
around the world.

“So that you end up getting a lot of
emails and then you create connections,
create networks, and they end up know-
ing you and knowing your program and
knowing the level of players you have,”
Baziquetto-Allen said.

With an international cast, she makes
sure language is not an issue. “There is
an English requirement to get admitted
to FSW,” Baziquetto-Allen said. “And

SWFL SPORTS

that’s very strict. Everybody has to pass
English.”

When she came to the U.S. as an
18-year-old to play at St. Petersburg Col-
lege, the future FSW coach did not speak
English. Now, she is fluent and makes sure
English is her program’s lingua franca.

“That’s one of the things that unites us,”
Baziquetto-Allen said.

“We're all gonna speak the same lan-
guage. You know, we have players from
Argentina, Peru, and it would be easier
for them just to start to speak Spanish, but
they have to be very intentional about En-
glish and increasing your vocabulary.”

The on-campus arena helps in recruit-
ing. “That is one of the first things that we
share with our athletes if we do a video
call and then show it to them,” she said.
“Whether we send them the pictures,
whether our first video call is with the gym
background. But that is a top-class facility,
and it’s a big selling point of that place that
we get to call home.”

It’s a home of champions.

FSW volleyball
Coach Thais
Baziquetto-Allen

NATIONAL
CHAMPIDN

BRAD YOUNG / COURTESY PHOTO
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SWFL SHOPPING

LEE COUNTY

Bell Tower

Bell Tower offers a mix of retail op-
tions, including daily necessities, unique
boutiques and diverse dining and enter-
tainment in an open-air setting. It fea-
tures shops, eateries and venues for films
and live performances to cater to various
interests.

13499 S. Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers
239-489-12211 belltowerfl.com

Coconut Point

This charming outdoor shopping and
dining venue boasts more than 140 shops
and eateries, accommodating diverse
tastes and preferences. Perfectly situated
between Naples and Fort Myers, it blends
a variety of retail options with stunning
surroundings, making it a great location
for both shopping and relaxation.

23106 Fashion Drive, Estero
239-992-4259 | simon.com/mall/coconut-point

Miromar Outlets
in Estero

LEE COUNTY VISITOR & CONVENTION BUREAU / COURTESY PHOTO

Edison Mall

The Edison Mall, a fixture for almost
six decades, features well-known retailers
such as Macy’s, JCPenney and Dillards.
It serves as more than just a shopping

destination; it's a vibrant community

hub that hosts a range of events, outdoor
markets and distinctive activities.

4125 Cleveland Ave., Fort Myers

239-939-1933 | shopedisonmall.com
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4 oz. Lobster Tail

Served with Mel’s
Homemade Soup or Salad
and Choice of Potato
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LPest %/méy Restawrant

by GulfShore Life Magazine & Parent & Child Magazine
Named 2015-2023 Best by Florida Weekly

and Caesar Salad, available
$1 8 99 after 4pm

seow. Full Rack
of Baby Back Ribs

Certified Black Angus Beef

Cheeseburger
with French Fries & Cole Slaw

Monday-Saturday 11am-3pm

@32599

- GulfG Grouper
Creations
Starting at

5199

Golden Gate
455-4242

Naples
643-9898

Bonita Springs
949-3080
% Y Full liquor bar offered at all locations. ¥ %

Ft. Myers
275-1850

AllU Can *"'.ia\ Margaritas, @ 1099
Eat Fish ¥ ! Bloody Marys
" Colesam and Chotce of et | &Martinis | g, Classic
Homemade Soup or Salad { All Day Everyday Eggs Benedict
5130 il 5599 1258

Cape Coral
242-0218
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A FREE FRIED PICKLE APPETIZER
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New Hope For Short Bowel Syndrome

Short bowel syndrome (SBS) is a rare condition of the
intestines that affects 10,000 to...
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Gulf Coast Town Center
The outdoor shopping center near Florida
Gulf Coast University offers a diverse
shopping experience with popular stores
like Bass Pro Shops, Belk and Costco. It
features various dining options, a movie
theater, a spa and an open play area and
hosts regular events for all shoppers.
9903 Gulf Coast Main St., Fort Myers
239-267-5107 | gulfcoasttowncenter.com

Miromar Outlets
Enjoy savings of as much as 70%
on a wide selection of designer and
brand-name products. This shopping
center boasts more than 140 stores,
dining experiences and entertainment
options suitable for everyone. Alongside
shopping, guests can explore distinctive
attractions like a chocolate salon, an
interactive climbing FunWall and the
informative STEMLAB.
10801 Corkscrew Road, Estero
239-467-4076 | miromaroutlets.com

SWFL SHOPPING
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Periwinkle Place

Along the main road of Sanibel Island,
you'll find places such as the original
Chico’s, the highly acclaimed Blue Giraffe
Restaurant and the Sanibel Day Spa. With
fresh shops debuting each month, you
have the chance to continuously discover
new offerings and support beloved local
businesses.
2075 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel
973-579-0411 | periwinkleplace.com

Promenade at Bonita Bay

The Promenade at Bonita Bay is
a vibrant outdoor spot for shopping,
dining and entertainment, featuring a
variety of retail stores, boutiques, salons
and restaurants. Additionally, they hold
a weekly farmer’s market every Saturday.
26811 S. Bay Drive, Bonita Springs

239-949-1573 | promenadeshops.com

COLLIER COUNTY

Coastland Center
Inaugurated in 1976, Coastland Center
features Macy’s, JCPenney, Dillards and
more than 130 choices for shopping and
dining. This family-oriented spot offers
a carousel for children, while adults can
discover a range of stores and eateries.
1900 Tamiami Trail N., Naples
239-262-7100 | coastlandcenter.com

Fifth Avenue

Fifth Avenue South in Naples melds
sophistication with a laid-back vibe,

“Te BEST EVENTS ae ony lhe WATERY

NAPLEif PRINCESS
~ DAILY PuBLIC CRUISES

BEACH SHELLING, AFTERNOON & SUNSET SIGHTSEEING,
SUNSET DINNERS, HORS D’OEUVRES
Private Charters, Specialty Cruises, Weddings & More also Available!

.\

- 9) [

/N a:‘a 7/ ﬁ}ﬁg

NAPLESPRINCESSCRUISES.COM #* 239.649.2275 % MissNAPLESBO.

% DECK & TRITOON BOAT RENTALS %

FiIsSHING CHARTERS % GIFT SHOP
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showcasing a mix of historic and
contemporary buildings. It features
unique shopping, a variety of dining
options and entertainment, all
conveniently located within walking
distance of the Gulf beaches.
649 Fifth Ave. S., Naples
239-692-8436 | fifthavenuesouth.com

Mercato
Mercato  features an  upscale
shopping experience, restaurants,

luxury condominiums and mainly

complimentary events such as live

music and festivals, all centered

around Whole Foods Market and Alamo
Drafthouse Cinema.

9132 Strada Place, North Naples

239-254-1080 | mercatoshops.com

The Village on Venetian Bay

Situated along the shores of Venetian
Bay, this Naples hotspot boasts over
45 high-end boutiques and waterfront
dining options, all inspired by Venice’s

SWFL SHOPPING
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Mediterranean architectural style.
4200 Gulf Shore Blvd. N., Naples
239-261-6100 | venetianvillage.com

Third Street South

Located two blocks from Naples Pier
and Gulf beaches, Third Street South
is known as the birthplace of Naples.
This area features a mix of shops and
dining, highlighted by courtyards,
antique European fountains and vibrant

MERCATO / COURTESY PHOTO

floral landscapes, all set against the

backdrop of Old Naples’ original
beach cottages and houses.

Third St. S., Naples

239-649-6707 | thirdstreetsouth.com

Tin City

The waterfront boutiques at Tin
City provide guests with more than
30 distinctive shops to explore after
enjoying a meal at one of the waterfront
dining spots or savoring a tasty sweet
treat from the ice cream shop.

1200 Fifth Ave. S., Naples
239-262-4200 | tincityofnaples.com

Waterside Shops
Waterside Shops features over 60 luxury
and lifestyle stores, including Gucci,
Lululemon, Louis Vuitton and Saks Fifth
Avenue, set in a tropical landscape with
water features.
5415 Tamiami Trail N., Naples
239-598-1605 | watersideshops.com

THE
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NAPLES
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EXPERIENCE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA'S
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY
The Creator’s Gallery

The Creators Gallery showcases a wide
range of coastal home décor, emphasizing
the work of local artisans. It's an ideal
destination for anyone searching for
one-of-a-kind artistic items, including
beautifully curated home décor and
jewelry. You can find it conveniently
located just beneath Laishley Crab House.
150 Laishley Court, Unit 112, Punta Gorda
941-575-0022 | thecreatorsgallery.com

Fishermen’s Village
This spot along the Charlotte Harbor
shoreline boasts more than 30 boutiques,
eateries and services alongside a resort
and marina, making it ideal for both brief
outings and longer getaways.
1200 W. Retta Esplanade, Punta Gorda
800-639-0020 | fishermensvillage.com

Port Charlotte Town Center
This Center is a central point for shopping,

SWFL SHOPPING

dining and entertainment, serving the
communities of DeSoto, Charlotte and
southern Sarasota counties. With more
than 100 stores, including prominent
retailers, a range of dining choices to fit
any budget and entertainment options

AMANDA TARMAN / COURTESY PHOTO

like a cutting-edge cinema, it offers a well-

rounded experience for those looking to

enjoy a quick visit or an entire day of
activities.

1441 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte

941-624-4833 | portcharlottetowncenter.com M

ty Porcelain & Ceramic Tile, Gau

Mosaics & Subways
Luxury Vinyl Tile &
Laminate

Cabinets, Vanities,
Faucets & More
',‘ TILE OUTLETS

' OF AMERICA

ged

Porcelain Panels

13460 Daniels Commerce Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33966 - TileOutlets.com - Open 7 Days - (239) 768-1517
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Southwest Florida offers a variety of championship
golf courses that are accessible for all skill levels.

Discover the Gulf Coast’s charm
Adventures, culture and nature beyond the beach

BY KAREN FELDMAN

Bountiful beaches, golf courses ga-
lore and all sorts of water sports. Nature
trails, spring training baseball and festi-
vals. Restaurants range from cozy dives
to the finest of fine dining. An abundance
of arts and culture. And pickleball? Yep.
Lots of it.

All that and more await visitors to South-
west Florida, the coastal swath that com-
prises Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties.
The region, home to roughly 1.5 million

residents, has grown by 9.5% since 2020
and is anticipated to grow another 7.4% by
2030, according to U.S. Census figures.
There are countless reasons people
choose to visit or relocate to Southwest Flor-
ida. Here is a sampling of superlatives that
highlight Southwest Florida’s many charms.

LEE COUNTY

Baseball central: The region is triply
blessed when it comes to Major League
Baseball. The Boston Red Sox and Min-

nesota Twins have home stadiums that
come to Fort Myers with the Boston Red
Sox and Minnesota Twins and Port Char-
lotte with the Tampa Bay Rays. Games
take place from late February through
March.

Commune with nature: J.N. “Ding”
Darling Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel pro-
vides an intimate view of the unspoiled
subtropical refuge, home to birds such
as the roseate spoonbill, osprey and yel-
low-crowned night heron. There are
plenty of gators, too.

fresh

Movie Theater .
Hair & Nail Salon
Three daily balanced meals prepared

Planned activities
Suite maintenance service
Menu Choices

ampton S anor

PREMIER ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
ASSISTED LIVING | INDEPENDENT LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Amenities

Daily trash removal

e Paid utilities
Transportation

Surveillance cameras

.
.
¢ Religious Services
e Free Wi-Fi

.

services

TWO LOCATIONS TO BEST SERVE YOUR LOVED ONE'S NEEDS
10211 Tamiami Trail,

Punta Gorda FL, 33950

(941) 621-9898
puntagordaseniorliving.com

Weekly housekeeping and linen

1906 Skyline Blvd,

Cape Coral, FL 33991

(239) 360-8985
hamptonmanorcapecoral.com
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Southwest Florida
population by county

Lee County

« Population: 840,698

« Median age: 48.5 years

- Median household income: $88,800
- Median home value: $402,602

Collier County

« Population: 411,104

» Median age: 51.5

- Median household income: $86,173
- Median home value: $577,990

Charlotte County

« Population: 199,007

« Median age: 60.8 years

- Median household income: $59,278
- Median home value: $332,097

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU; U.S. BUREAU OF
LABOR STATISTICS, STATE OF FLORIDA

Catch the Sanibel Stoop: Sani-
bel beaches are considered among the
world’s best shelling locations, making
them logical places to contract this con-
dition. While walking along the beach,
your eyes turn from the beauty of the wa-
ters to the ground beneath your feet. The
shells are everywhere. It's not long before
that downward glance becomes a bend to
investigate more closely, ending in a full-
out stoop.

Stuff yourself with stone crab claws:
Meaty and richly flavored, the claws are
sustainably harvested from nearby Gulf
waters and are in season from mid-Octo-
ber to May. While pink Gulf shrimp and
grouper are better-known delicacies from

FOCUS ON SWFL

Observe bald eagles, who are
often nurturing their eaglets,
via the SWFL Eagle Cam.

area waters, stone crabs are in a class by
themselves — and you won't find them in
most of the country.

Soar with eagles: Visit the site of the
SWEFL Eagle Cam broadcast on Bayshore
Road in North Fort Myers. From a dis-
tance, you can observe the nest of bald
eagle M15 (male born in 2015) and his
mate F23 (female born in 2023). Bald
eagle pairs have nested here since 2006.
Bring binoculars or a long-lens cam-
era to watch the bonded, beautiful cou-
ple. Check out the eagle etiquette on the
website before heading out. (dickpritch-
ettrealestate.com/southwest-florida-ea-
gle-cam).

See turtles: We are talking about really
big sea turtles, which return to beaches all
along the Southwest Florida coast at night
to make nests, bury their eggs and then

SWFL EAGLE CAM / COURTESY PHOTO

return to sea. Two months later, the hatch-
lings emerge and crawl their way to the
gulf. The best beaches for observing this
vary, but Bonita Beach, Fort Myers Beach
and Sanibel generally have nests moni-
tored by local organizations that protect
them. You can join in on their nighttime
patrols. In Collier, Vanderbilt Beach, Na-
ples, Marco and Keewaydin islands have
had nests. In Charlotte, Englewood Beach
is a sea turtle nesting territory.

COLLIER COUNTY

Retire in style: U.S. News & World
Report rates Naples as the best place to
live and to retire, citing its choice location
between the Everglades and the Gulf of
Mexico, its beaches and bounty of shop-
ping, golf courses and restaurants. The

9"
“

ENVIRONMENTAL

CLEARING
THE WAY...

~ DUMPSTERS 10-20-30 YD
lUSPllSAL TRANSFER STATION
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publication also noted another plus: the
extensive agricultural industry - toma-
toes, vegetables and cattle — in Immoka-
lee, east of Naples.

Golf paradise: With 80-plus champi-
onship golf courses — and the most holes
per capita of any place worldwide - Na-
ples is an excellent choice for golfers, ac-
cording to Golfpass, a golf membership
service. Lee and Charlotte counties have
their share of courses, too.

Pickleball central: Organizers of the
Minto U.S. Open Pickleball Champion-
ships (April 26-May 3) call it the largest
event of its kind. Whether you go to watch
the competition or to take to the courts
yourself, the National Pickleball Center in
East Naples Community Park contains 59
courts, including six championship courts.
Because of the fervor and facilities for the
sport there, Naples has been dubbed “the
pickleball capital of the world”

Sling some mud: Or watch the pros
do it. If your timing is right, you may be
able to take in one of the periodic Swamp
Buggy Races, in which the rugged bug-

FOCUS ON SWFL

Photographer R.J. Wiley captured this
bloomed ghost orchid at Audubon
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary.

COURTESY PHOTO

gies compete on the Mile ‘O’ Mud at
Florida Sports Park. The races have taken
place since the early 1900s.

Airboat adventure: Explore the Big
Cypress National Preserve in an airboat
with a guide who will explain the many
fascinating types of flora and fauna.

Take a hike: Fakahatchee Strand Pre-
serve State Park, situated in Big Cypress,
is home to the rare ghost orchid, the en-
dangered flower featured in Susan Or-
lean’s “The Orchid Thief.” Or stroll the 2
Y4-mile boardwalk through the Audubon
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary to get an
up-close look at the various habitats, plus
loads of birds, gators and possibly other
critters, plus the world’s largest forest of
old-growth bald cypress trees.

Cultural riches: Naples offers an
abundance of cultural activities, starting
with Artis—Naples, with its world-class
lineup of plays and performers. It’s also
the home of the Naples Philharmonic.
The Baker Museum, which emphasizes
contemporary and modern art, is also
nearby. Other cultural highlights include
two opera companies, community the-
ater troupes and dozens of art galleries
throughout the city.

o StateFarm’

Proud to support the neighborhood

Being a good neighbor means being there for my community.
As your local State Farm® agent, I'm ready to help whenever
you need me. Give me a call.

Native to SWFL

2nd Generation State Farm Agent
Award Winning Agency

Tim Collier
Agent

1315 SE 47th St, Cape Coral, FL 33904-7604

Bus: 239-541-4444
timcollieragency.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
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CHARLOTTE COUNTY

It’s good for you: Punta Gorda bats
above its weight regarding appeal. Besides
its historic downtown district, situated
along Charlotte Harbor, it offers 18 miles
of bike and walking paths, 55 miles of ca-
nal-front homes, plenty of golf and water
sports, plus a thriving ecosystem boast-
ing 600 bird species, assorted land critters
and abundant marine wildlife. Punta Go-
rda was named among the top five “Best
Healthy Place(s) to Retire” by U.S. News &
World Report and was fifth among “Great
Places to Retire in Florida” by the editors of
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance. Countywide,
there are 830 miles of shoreline, including
that on the Peace and Myakka rivers, with
more than 80% preserved to protect ma-
rine life and the overall environment.

Paddle for miles: The Charlotte Coun-

Every Friday and Saturday, Founder’s Square in Babcock Ranch comes alivewith =
Food Truck Friday and live performances by local bands like The Poelker Brothers. &
- b_ -~ -

The rapidly developing Babcock Ranch
community in southern Charlotte County

ty Blueway Trails system offers nearly 200
miles of paddling trails for kayaks, canoes
and stand-up paddleboards in fresh and

is powered by its 870-acre solar farm. The
community’s downtown, Founder’s Square,
offers places to dine and shop. This young

salt water.
Visit the first solar-powered town:

and growing community has been featured
on “60 Minutes” and national newscasts for

its sustainable development approach and
resilience during hurricanes.

Tackle a tarpon: Boca Grande Pass is
among the best places in North America
to catch tarpon, hard-fighting silver game
fish. (April to October is prime time, but
they can be caught year-round.)

Jogether

GARDENS

Discover Wonder Gardens in Bonita Springs - a vibrant

sanctuary for rescued birds and reptiles. Explore hands-on
animal encounters, engaging educational programs and
events to interest every member of your family!

Help us inspire a love for nature and preserve an oasis
of Old Florida!

OPEN DAILY 9AM - 4PM | LAST ADMISSION 3PM
(Excluding Holidays)

~

Bonita Springs, Florida 1 239

WE CAN INSPIRE GENERATIONS
'ﬁ |

.992.2591 |

Floli|d9

BEST
of 2024

The Flamingo Awards

\
Yol 2 EF

LEE COUNTY TOURIST
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Scan to learn more
about how you can
support Wonder
Gardens for future
generations.

WonderGardens.org

STEPHEN MITSKAVICH / FLORIDA WEEKLY
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LEE COUNTY

The Bailey-Matthews National
Shell Museum & Aquarium

This museum is the sole accredited
institution in the United States focused
on shells and mollusks. Its purpose is to
inspire, educate and foster a community
centered around a passion for shells, wild-
life and the environment. Through a vari-
ety of exhibits, educational initiatives and
library resources, discover more about
mollusks, shells and their habitats.

3075 Sanibel Captiva Road, Sanibel
239-395-2233 | shellmuseum.org

Calusa Nature Center
& Planetarium

For over 50 years, this community cen-
ter has inspired people to connect with
nature through holistic environmental
education programs covering astronomy,
ecology and zoology. Enjoy captivating
planetarium shows in a state-of-the-art fa-
cility alongside attractions like a butterfly

SWEL ATTRACTIONS

WONDER GARDENS / COURTESY PHOTOS

garden, a raptor aviary and nature trails
on the expansive 105-acre property.

3450 Ortiz Ave., Fort Myers
239-275-3435 | calusanature.org

Gator Mike’s Family Fun Park

This family fun park in Cape Coral is
the perfect spot for a day of excitement.
With ziplining, rock climbing, go-karts,
mini golf and arcade, there’s plenty to
keep everyone entertained.

35 NE Pine Island Road, Cape Coral
239-574-4386 | gatormikes.com

IMAG History & Science Center

This family-friendly destination offers
engaging aquariums, interactive displays
and innovative programs that inspire
creativity while promoting STEM educa-
tion. Enjoy attractions such as Science on
a Sphere, the Google Earth Wall and the
USS Mohawk Aquarium, among others.

2000 Cranford Ave., Fort Myers
239-243-0043 | theimag.org

A peacock and a baby alligator — residents
at Wonder Gardens in Bonita Springs.

Southern

Fresh Farms

A dedicated educational farm that em-
braces sustainable agriculture through
innovative vertical hydroponic methods
developed by Verti-Gro. This system max-
imizes crop yields while keeping plants
above ground, preventing flooding during
the rainy season. Visitors can enjoy a vi-
brant selection of fresh produce, local
honey and colorful flowers, making it a
unique agro-tourism destination.

8500 Penzance Blvd., Fort Myers
239-633-7705 | southernfreshfarms.com
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Sun Splash Family Waterpark

This top-notch water park features a
variety of thrilling slides and relaxing at-
tractions tailored for adventure seekers
and families. Guests can enjoy everything
from exhilarating rides like the Drop
Slides and Cape Fear to leisurely experi-
ences such as the Main Stream River Tube
Ride and Pirate’s Cove.

500 W. Lake Kennedy Drive, Cape Coral
239-574-0558 | sunsplashwaterpark.com

Wonder Gardens

The gardens are a lively, safe space for
many rescued animals, such as Florida
alligators, flamingos, macaws, pythons,
turtles and tortoises. They also feature a
beautiful variety of plants. This botanical
garden not only cares for these animals
but also highlights Old Florida’s history
while promoting modern conservation
efforts.

27180 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs
239-992-2591 | wondergardens.org

SWFL ATTRACTIONS

COLLIER COUNTY

CMON Golisano Children’s
Museum of Naples

This lively museum serves as Southwest
Florida’s first dedicated space for children
and families, promoting fun and learn-

ANDREA STETSON / FLORIDA WEEKLY

ing in a safe environment. Spanning two
stories and 38,000 square feet, it features
interactive exhibits developed by child
psychology experts to foster creativity, cu-
riosity, empathy and self-esteem.

15080 Livingston Road, Naples
239-514-0084 | cmon.org

BOSTON’S LEGENDARY ROAST BEEF & SEAFOOD
— SINCE 1951 -

VISIT A LOCATION NEAR YOU AND EXPERIENCE AUTHENTIC
NEW ENGLAND STYLE SEAFOOD & SHAVED TO ORDER ROAST BEEF!

8465 DANI DRIVE, FORT MYERS, FL. (NExT To TOP GOLF) 239.347.2447

8900 FOUNDERS SQUARE DR, NAPLES, FL. 34120 239.387.1988
COMING SOON: GATEWAY SHOPPES 13585 TAMIAMI TRAIL N

KELLYSROASTBEEF.COM @ 239.387.1988 @KELLYSROASTBEEF_FL
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Great Wolf Lodge

Experience year-round excitement at
the expansive 92,000-square-foot indoor
water park, featuring attractions for all
ages, from thrilling slides to relaxing lazy
rivers. Families can play together in the
interactive water playground, enjoy the
wave pool, or unwind in the hot tub after
a day of adventure.

3900 City Gate Blvd. N., Naples
866.462.9653 | greatwolf.com/naples

Naples Botanical Garden
This exceptional tropical garden offers
an exploration of diverse ecosystems,
from lush rainforests and succulent dis-
plays to tranquil pools adorned with wa-
terlilies and strikingly colorful flowering
trees against a backdrop of vibrant green-

ery.

4820 Bayshore Drive, Naples
239-643-7275 | naplesgarden.org

Naples Zoo at
Caribbean Gardens
This nationally accredited zoo goes be-
yond a simple walk-through experience;
it combines conservation and recreation
with a full day of engaging activities for
all ages. Enjoy a nearly mile-long paved
path winding through a historic tropi-
cal garden, home to a variety of animals,
including lions, giraffes and rare species
like the giant anteater, while also discov-
ering ways to support wildlife conserva-
tion.
1590 Goodlette-Frank Road, Naples
239-315-7626 | napleszoo.org

Paradise Sports Complex
Paradise Coast Sports Complex fea-
tures professional-level synthetic turf
fields, on-site recreation and entertain-
ment options including The Cove Out-
door Bar and food truck pavilion, set
alongside a lake that provides the kind of
sunset views that make Southwest Flor-
ida famous. Throughout the year, the
complex hosts tournaments, including
youth travel soccer, lacrosse, football and

more.

3940 City Gate Blvd. N, Naples
239-252-4386| playparadisecoast.com

Revs Institute
A refuge for scholars, preservationists

SWFL ATTRACTIONS
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and devoted enthusiasts of automotive
history. The active facility houses the
Miles Collier Collections, showcasing
over one hundred remarkable vehicles
produced between 1896 and 1995.

2500 Horseshoe Drive S., Naples
239-687-7387 | revsinstitute.org

Rookery Bay Environmental
Learning Center

Discover engaging hands-on activities
suitable for all ages at the Nature Center,

which features interactive exhibits, an
art gallery, scenic trails, and picnic spots.
Rookery Bay invites you to explore its
vast 110,000 acres along the Southwest
Florida coastline, where adventure awaits
on your next boat or kayak eco-tour.

300 Tower Road, Naples
239-530-5972 | rookerybay.org

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Babcock Ranch Eco-Tours
Experience the true essence of Flor-
ida on a thrilling 90-minute eco-tour
through Babcock Ranch, where you can
spot alligators, birds, deer and more in
their natural habitats. Guided by pas-
sionate experts, you'll explore four di-
verse ecosystems, including the captivat-

ing Telegraph Cypress Swamp.

8502 FL-31, Punta Gorda
800-500-5583| babcockranchecotours.com

Charlotte Harbor
Environmental Center

Spanning 46,000 acres of protected
land, this center features more than eight
miles of hiking trails and various recre-
ational opportunities, including kayak
tours, wading excursions and an alligator
pond. Since 1987, it has been dedicated
to offering environmental education,
recreation, research and land conser-
vation services in the greater Charlotte
Harbor area.

%:& = -/.

Aboardwalk overlooks the lake at the
Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center.
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Alligator Creek: 10941 Burnt Store Road,
Punta Gorda | 941-575-5435

Cedar Point: 2300 Placida Road, Englewood
941-475-0769 | checflorida.org

Iguanaland

Founded in February 2022 by herpe-
tologist and conservationist Ty Park,
this center operates as a reptile zoo, ed-
ucation hub and conservation facility. Its
mission is to promote awareness of the
importance of reptiles and amphibians
while supporting scientific research and

training initiatives.
33900 Bermont Road, Punta Gorda
941-844-5350 | iguanaland.com

The James & Barbara Moore
Observatory

Join observation sessions starting
about 30 minutes after sunset and ex-
plore celestial wonders through a 16-inch
telescope and several smaller ones. En-
gaging astronomy discussions will also
take place throughout the evening. Free
public sessions are on the fourth Friday
of each month and are scheduled for
March 28, April 25 and May 23, weather
permitting.

26300 Airport Road, Punta Gorda

941-637-3518, 941-637-5652
fsw.edu/charlotte/observatory

Octagon Wildlife Sanctuary

The sanctuary provides a refuge for
abandoned exotic animals and allows
for engagement from a distance through
guided tours. Octagon leases the land for
$1 a year, and a dedicated director and
volunteers manage it. Students can earn

SWFL ATTRACTIONS

Peace River Botanical & Sculpture
Gardens in Punta Gorda.

school credits and badges.

41660 Horseshoe Road, Punta Gorda
239-543-1130 | octagonwildlife.org

Peace River Botanical

& Sculpture Gardens

The sanctuary spans 30 acres and fea-
tures five distinct ecosystems and vibrant
gardens interconnected by over 15,000
square feet of boardwalks showcasing
impressive sculptures. It attracts approx-
imately 40,000 visitors each year and is
supported by a dedicated membership of

PEACE RIVER BOTANICAL & SCULPTURE GARDENS / COURTESY PHOTO

over 2,000 individuals.

5827 Riverside Drive, Punta Gorda
941-621-8299 | peacerivergardens.org

Redneck Mud Park

The largest off-road mud camping des-
tination in Florida includes an oval race-
track, mudding trails, camping facilities,
RV parking and numerous mud holes for
visitors to explore. It is open to the public
during the first three weekends of each
month, from November to April.

4570 Bermont Road, Punta Gorda
239-600-4783 | redneckmudpark.com

SEEDeBEHAN

-MARKET =

A CANNABIS CAFE EXPERIENCE

Zrests Flavors, &//Bites
Cannabis | Cafe | Craft Beer | CBD | Coffee

Downtown Fort Myers 3 Downtown Venice 3 Downtown Cape Coral

SEEDANDBEANMARKET.COM
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The Bob Rauschenberg Gallery at Florida SouthWestern State

More than a
College features modern and contemporary art, showcasing
innovative exhibitions that challenge societal norms. p re tty fac e

Dig into local art, cars,
history and shells

BY KAREN FELDMAN

Its not surprising that Southwest
Florida is largely viewed as a beach des-
tination. With miles of sand stretching
from Marco Island north to Engle-
wood and the Gulf of Mexico lapping
alluringly along the shoreline, it’s obvi-
ous why they garner a lot of attention
— pretty things always do.

But if you delve deeper, lots of trea-
sures will reveal themselves. Knowing
what you are looking at makes the expe-
rience more rewarding. That’s why local
tour guides are invaluable in sharing the
areas history, abundant flora, fauna and

BOB RAUSCHENBERG GALLERY / COURTESY PHOTO

ABOUT US

Our newly renovated suites offer direct
waterfront access, providing guests
with easy in-and-out access for boats,
jet skis, and kayaks. Come enjoy

- : ‘ , breathtaking sunrise and sunset views.
Ql ‘ m)m \m . | ((( ) The historic downtown Matlacha and

A fishing bridge are just a short walk
\\‘ away from our property.

) P COMPLIMENTARY HAPPY HOUR

Join us for complimentary happy hour
every Thursday and Friday from 3-4
PM. Enjoy refreshing drinks and food

STAY WITH A SENSE OF EASE while unwinding with fellow guest!

Use code: Spring25
for 10% off your stay!

Martlacha

ON SHOREVIEW

v . WATERFRONT VACATIONS

GET IN TOUCH

® 239-236-9792
@ Matlachaonshoreview.com

@ 12230 Shoreview Dr.,
Matlacha FL 33993
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traditions that contribute to the re-
gion's quirky charm. On occasion,
that may require heading indoors,
at least temporarily. Here are some
of the museums in the area that can
help you see beyond the beaches.

Bailey-Matthews National
Shell Museum & Aquarium

What is it? This museum and
aquarium offer a scientific ap-
proach to shells with exhibits de-
voted to everything associated
with shells, mollusks and their
ecosystems.

What’s there? In addition to ex-
hibits within the museum and the aquar-
ium, there are lectures, classes (including
one that helps you obtain Shell Ambas-
sador certification), field education and
monthly after-hours aquarium experi-
ences, including a tour, light snacks and
beverages.

Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day

Admission: $12 for 18 and older; $10

AMAZING MUSEUMS

Bailey-
Matthews *
National |
Shell
Museum &

Aquarium
. inSanibel.

, . - s M‘
BAILEY-MATTHEWS NATIONAL SHELL MUSEUM & AQUARIUM /
COURTESY PHOTO

for veterans and those 65 and older; $5
for children 5-11; free for members,
those under 5 and active military.
Etc.: 3075 Sanibel Captiva Road, Sanibel;
239-395-2233; shellmuseum.org.

The Baker Museum

What’s there? Three stories of Ameri-
can modern and contemporary, and an-
cient Chinese art, a glass-dome conser-

vatory and an extensive outdoor
sculpture garden. Tours are avail-
able to visit the sculpture garden
and the museum.

2025 highlights: Don’t miss the
mind-bending glass sculptures of
the Dale Chihuly Collection. The
museum is home to four of his
dynamic, large-scale works, in-
cluding “Blue Icicle Chandelier;”
“Red Chandelier; “Red Reeds”
and “Persian Seaform Ceiling”
Through June 15: “Rafael Loza-
no-Hemmer”  showcases the
works of the Mexican Canadian
artist who integrates art, science,
architecture and technology in his cre-
ations. “Obra Sonora” is Spanish for
“sound work” March 8-Sept. 21: “En-
tangled in the Mangroves” focuses on 10
Florida-based artists who explore aspects
of the Everglades with a focus on climate
change. The exhibition aims to heighten
awareness of the critical situation we find
ourselves in. It also aims to foster connec-
tions among artists, activists, Indigenous

Made from Scratch Menu

Inspired by Land and Sea with the
Freshest Scafood,

Finest Cuts and Raw Bar

Join us for Social Hour!
Mon-Fri 3pm - 6pm

Sun-Thurs 11:30am - 9pm « Fri-Sat 11:30am - 10pm « 239.427.3335 « oarandiron.com
8850 Founders Square Dr, Naples « 8485 Dani Dr, Fort Myers (Next to TOPGOLF)
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communities, scientists and scholars to

develop solutions that benefit all.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday; noon to 4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission: $10 for adults; $5 for
full-time students and active military
(with ID); $1 for those receiving SNAP
EBT benefits; free for children 17 and
younger and Friends of Artis-Naples.
Etc.: 5833 Pelican Bay Blvd., Naples;
239-597-1111;  artisnaples.org/bak-
er-museum.

Bob Rauschenberg Gallery
at Florida SouthWestern

State College

That Bob Rauschenberg? Yes, the
world-renowned artist Robert Rauschen-
berg lived and worked in Southwest Flor-
ida. His complex on Captiva Island was
a mecca for fellow artists and aspiring
ones. The college operated The Gallery of
Fine Art, which opened in 1979. Over 25
years, the artist built a relationship with
ARTIS—NAPLES, THE BAKER MUSEUM / ROSEBUDZ PRODUCTIONS / COURTESY PHOTO  the Florida SouthWestern gallery, result-

Pictured is an installation view of Rafael Lozano-Hemmer:
Obra Sonora at The Baker Museum, on view through June 15.

NAPLES

200

at CARIBBEAN GARDENS
' NAPLESZOO.ORG @ O @

NAPLES - MARCO ISLAND
EVERGLADES..

PARADISECOAST.COM
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ing in 15 Rauschenberg exhibits there.
The gallery was renamed in his honor in
2004.

What’s there? Modern and con-
temporary artists and their works. The
“David BRADSHAW & William S.
BURROUGHS: Propagation” exhibit
continues through April 12. Propagation
means the act or process of spreading, al-
though it’s often taken to mean the spread
of damaging messages and dangerous ide-
ologies, viruses and other negative acts.
Beyond the propagation of self, form or
concepts are challenging societal norms
and confronting personal demons. The
works in this show illustrate how the art-
ists used unconventional tools (including
dynamite, firearms and a bowling ball
canon) and chance-based operations to
bring about new artistic forms.

Hours: 10 am. to 4 p.m. Monday

through Friday; 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-

urday. The gallery is closed on Sun-
days, federal holidays and when there
is no exhibit.

AMAZING MUSEUMS

Admission: Free
Etc.: 8099 College Pkwy., Fort Myers;
239-489-9313; rauschenberggallery.com.

CMON Golisano Children’s
Museum of Naples

What is it? An experiential space
where children take an active role in
whatever exhibit they visit. That means
the ubiquitous phones and tablets get
stored. Help kids prepare for kindergar-
ten and participate in an art workshop.

2025 highlights: Through May 11: It-
aly comes to Naples (Florida) in “Ciao
Bambini!” an immersive educational ex-
perience designed to transport children
and their families to Italian life, history,
culture and art. Young chefs can learn
to cook in a ristorante, learn about pasta
making in a charming Italian home, toss
a coin into the wishing fountain, learn
basic Italian phrases and more.

Hours: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thursday

through Tuesday; closed Wednesday.

Admission: $25 for general; $18 for

Florida residents; $13 for military and
first responders; $3 for EBT, SNAP and
WIC cardholders. Children young-
er than 1 year and teachers admitted
without charge.

Etc.: 15080 Livingston Road, Naples;
239-514-0084; cmon.org.

— Fort Myers’ children’s museum is the
IMAG History & Science Center at 2000
Cranford Ave. just east of downtown off
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard;
theimag.org.

Holocaust Museum

& Cohen Education Center

What is it? A chronological journey
through the nightmare of the Holocaust, il-
lustrating Jewish life between the two world
wars, the rise of the Nazi party and the eth-
nic cleansing using concentration and slave
labor camps. The trial leads to liberation by
the Allies and the aftermath of the Nurem-
berg trials. The museum houses more than
1,000 photographs and artifacts related to

lla%%g%‘:‘gé% N
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
239.437.0881

Blending art
and community.
= | *ﬁ'—-ﬁ

VHF 16/11 Intercoastal Marker 73 on
Caloosahatchee River in Fort Myers.

OUTHWEST FLORIDA'’S
PREMIER MARINA

S

Fuel Dock Now Open VALVTREY
Diesel and Rec 90pGas -
Boat US Discount %ﬂ
Slips available to purchase | MARINE FUEL |
Limited transient & rentals

Free Pump out service at Fuel dock

“Best Fuel Pricing on the Waterway”

Visit our Galleries and experience hands on art making!
Our classes include ceramics/sculpture, drawing, painting,
photography, fiber art, jewelry, open studios, young

artist studios and more. Featuring ongoing exhibitions,
workshops, special programs, a pottery studio, and a
lending library.

-q Ringling College

Open 7 Days: 8am-4:30pm
GulfHarbourMarina.com

350 S McCall Rd,

Find us on [3

Englewood, FL 34223

941.474.5548
eac@ringling.edu
eacringlingcollege.org
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World War IT and the Holocaust.

2025 highlight: Through June 1:
“Convincing the Masses: Propaganda at
Home and Abroad” explores the use of
Nazi propaganda during World War II
and how to recognize what may be biased
information by checking on the informa-
tion source.

Hours: 1 to 4 p.m. Tuesday through

Sunday

Admission: $13 online; $15 at the

door.

Etc.: 975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd.,

Naples; 239-263-9200; hmcec.org.

Wonder Gardens

What is it? Colorful kitsch and a
glimpse into Old Florida, as well as see-
ing the rescued non-releasable birds and
reptiles for whom it serves as a refuge.

Highlights: This almost 90-year-old
roadside attraction in Bonita Springs be-
gan as The Reptile Gardens, later chang-
ing to the Everglades Wonder Gardens
but the Everglades part was dropped

AMAZING MUSEUMS

since it’s near the Everglades but not in
them. Now operated by a not-for-profit
board, the focus is on caring for rescued,
rehabilitated animals that cannot sur-
vive in the wild. That includes roughly
300 residents, including flamingos, ma-
caws, Florida alligators, turtles and tor-
toises. There are educational programs
and field trips. Then, the lush gardens,
towering banyans and other flora make
a stroll on the grounds seem wonderful.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily
Admission: $15 for those 13-64; $10
for children 3-12; $10 for ages 65 and
older; free for children younger than 3.
Etc.: 27180 Old 41 Road, Bonita Springs;
239-992-2591; wondergardens.org.

— Naples Botanical Garden also cele-
brates and protects Southwest Florida’s na-
tive flora (and other subtropical and trop-
ical flora around the world), as does the
Peace River Botanical & Sculpture Gardens
in Punta Gorda. Find out more at naples-
garden.org and peacerivergardens.org.

The Wonder Gardens in Bonita Springs features
rescued birds and reptiles in lush gardens,
along with educational programs.

ANDREA STETSON / FLORIDA WEEKLY

Thurs-Sunday
9-3p.m

= March-May

BLUEBERRY U-PICK

2154 Howard Rd, LaBelle, F1, 239-298-3471
Follow us on 0
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NEWS & INFO

FLORIDA WEEKLY

Florida Weekly—part of the Hoffmann Family
of Companies—is one of Florida’s largest
and most widely circulated newsweeklies.
With a distribution of over 3 million copies
each year, we reach more than 4 million
readers across Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Palm
Beach and Monroe counties. Our content

is available in print, online and on mobile
platforms, ensuring readers have access
wherever they are.

Digital editions:

W Online: Visit our website at www.
floridaweekly.com for the full print edition,
along with photo galleries, contests, local
pickup locations and exclusive advertiser
profiles.

W iPad: Enjoy Florida Weekly in an intuitive,
easy-to-navigate format. Download the app
from the iTunes Store to read on-the-go,
anywhere.

W iPhone/Android: Access our mobile-
friendly version by downloading the app
from the iTunes Store or Google Play Store.
B QR Code: Scan the Florida Weekly QR
code at thousands of locations to instantly

open the current edition in your mobile
browser.

Print editions:

B Weekly: Comprehensive coverage of Fort
Myers, Naples, Bonita Springs, Punta Gorda/
Port Charlotte and Palm Beach Gardens/
Jupiter.

B Monthly: Editions covering Key West,
Babcock Ranch and Sarasota County.

B Bi-monthly: Special edition covering Ave
Maria.

Special Features:

B At Home (Monthly, First Thursday): A
complete guide to home living in Charlotte
County.

B Healthy Body (Monthly, Third Thursday):
Your go-to resource for health and wellness
in Charlotte County.

W Health Trends (January): An in-depth
guide to the best doctors and medical
services in Southwest Florida.

W Destination SWFL (March): The

ultimate guide to the region’s communities,
attractions, shopping and insider tips for
visitors and new residents.

W Florida Weekly’s Best (May): Our

editors and writers explore South Florida

ELOR N Tm:}mm KLY 3

to recognize the best of
the best across a variety
of categories, awarding
the prestigious Flamingo
Awards.

B Pet Lovers (July): A
special feature dedicated
to our furry
friends. -
W Businesses

of Distinction
(September

or October):

A celebration of local
businesses and their
contributions to the
community.

B Southwest Florida
Newcomers Guide
(November): Your essential
resource for settling into
paradise.

B Arts Preview
(November and February):
A comprehensive look at
upcoming theater, music,
festivals and cultural
events in the area. &

Restaurant

The Best Homemade Food In Bonita!

Bonita/Estero's Best!
18 Years Runmng'

< ' 4 Rmﬂﬁ 'CHOICE

Home-cooked eggs, omelets, benedicts, pancakes,
waffles, scrapple, homemade soups, fresh salads, sandwiches,
Angus burgers, chili, Taylor pork roll, sausage gravy,
creamed chipped beef, home-cooked roast beef & turkey,
and “Real” Philly Cheesesteaks.

BREAKFAST ¢« LUNCH

OPEN EVERYDAY 7AM TO 2:30PM
Breakfast Served all day ¢ Dine-in or Take Out
Beer, Wine & Mimosas « Old41.com

239.948.4123

(Old 41 and Bernwood Parkway)
25091 Bernwood Drive, Bonita Springs, FL 34135

\)isuaL ARTs (ENTER

Galleries © Gifts * Classes

EARTSI

N center : oy e
Punta Gorda, Florida Scan for Calendar

210 Maud St, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 |941.639.8810
Open M &F 10-4 Tu-Th 10-7, Sat 10-2 | visualartcenter.org
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Lovers Key State Park
in Bonita Springs

LEE COUNTY

LEE COUNTY VISITOR & CONVENTION BUREAU / COURTESY PHOTO

nic shelters within beautiful sand dunes 27954 Hickory Blvd., Bonita Springs | 239-229-0632

and coastal vegetation. Easily access the

Bonita Beach

This 2.5-acre beachfront park between
Bonita Springs and Fort Myers Beach in-
cludes a swimming area, a gazebo and pic-

park via bus and trolley, and there is a $2 Bowditch Point Park
per hour parking fee. Facilities also include
restrooms, offering convenient access for Island, Bowditch Point Park encompasses
beachgoers and paddle craft enthusiasts.

Located at the northern end of Estero

17 acres of diverse recreational areas and a

"BE"WOWED BY
OURGIANT
PACIFIC

-

il 3
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B Mollusk and shell exhibits

B Touch pools with live animals

B Daily Keeper Chats at 11and 2

B Daily Touch Pool Talks at 3:30

B Scavenger hunts

W Family fun!

Bailey-Matthews
National

Shell Museum

& Aquarium

[E]#&[E] OPEN DAILY, 10-5

3075 Sanibel-Captiva Rd, Sanibel, FL + 239-395-2233 - ShellMuseum.org

Step BacK to Olde Florida

with a trip to

Pine Island

a world away right next door

Wonderful Restaurants, Live Music,
Charming Accommodations, Art Galleries,
Jewelry Stores & Gift Shops, Specialty Food Shops & Markets,
Kayaking, Boating, Fantastic Fishing, Nature Trails & Cruises,
ndian Heritage Trails, Tropical Agriculture, Outdoor Markets,
' Beautiful Sunsets

www.PinelslandChamber.org or call 239.283.0888

for information about
Pine Island’s Special Events:

Island Market, IslandFest with Mullet Toss,
MangoMania, StoneCrab Fest, and More!
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natural sanctuary. Enjoy picturesque bays,
scenic walking paths and facilities for pic-
nicking and beach fun. The park is well-
known for its accessibility and provides
excellent opportunities for birdwatching.
50 Estero Blvd., Fort Myers Beach | 239-823-1447

Bowman’s Beach

Known for its excellent shelling and
convenient amenities, Bowmans Beach
is definitely worth the brief five-minute
trek from the parking area. Adventurous
beachcombers can stroll for miles along
the unspoiled white sand, which is beauti-
fully scattered with shells. Unlike other ar-
eas of the island that have seen significant
development, the shoreline at Bowman’s
Beach remains largely untouched, preserv-
ing its natural beauty.
1700 Bowmans Beach Road, Sanibel | 239-472-6397

Cayo Costa State Park

Cayo Costa Island can only be reached
by boat or kayak. This tranquil destination
features nine miles of untouched beaches

BEACHES & PARKS

ideal for swimming, snorkeling and other
activities. It's a sanctuary for wildlife, offer-
ing opportunities for birdwatching as well
as chances to see manatees and sea turtles.
To visit, you'll need to obtain a single-use
day pass online.

Four nautical miles west of Pine Island
(26.685789, -82.245381) | 941-759-2007

Estero Bay Preserve State Park
Estero Bay Preserve presents an oppor-
tunity to discover its natural beauty along
rugged trails, making it ideal for hiking—
just remember your gear, as it’s dog-friend-
ly too. The preserve showcases varied eco-
systems that can be accessed via the Estero
River Scrub. To enhance your experience,
it offers amenities like pavilions and re-
strooms and activities like wildlife viewing,
boating and bicycling.
4940 Broadway W., Estero | 239-992-031

Fort Myers Beach

Fort Myers Beach features seven miles
of sandy shorelines and boasts 29 public
access points, such as Newton Beach Park

and Seven Seas Cottage. This vibrant des-
tination is home to an array of shops and
cultural attractions.

FMB Town Hall - 2731 Oak St., Fort Myers Beach
239-765-0202

Gasparilla Island State Park
The historic Port Boca Grande Light-
house has been a public beacon since 1890
and is located on the island. Guests can par-
take in various activities, including swim-
ming, snorkeling and fishing. Additionally,
Boca Grande Beach offers a peaceful retreat
with its pristine sandy shores and vibrant
waters, all amidst beautiful tropical vegeta-
tion.
880 Belcher Road, Boca Grande | 941-759-2007

J.N. “Ding” Darling National
Wildlife Refuge

Famous for its pristine mangrove habi-
tats and an impressive variety of migratory
birds, this wildlife destination provides
numerous activities such as biking, hiking
and kayaking. Begin your exploration at

Jasons

FORT MYERS, CAPE CORAL,
NAPLES & GULF COAST LANDINGS

SANDWICHES - SALADS - SOUPS - SPUDS

GATERING

DELIVERY 7 DAYS A WEEK

PLAGE YOUR ORDER TODAY

AT JASONSDELI.COM

PASTA FEAST -
Chicken Pasta Primo
House Side Salad &

Assorted Dessert Tray
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the complimentary Visitor and Edu-
cation Center, where you can check
out interactive exhibits before set-
ting off on a wildlife adventure along
picturesque trails or through guided
tours.

1 Wildlife Drive, Sanibel | 239-472-1100

Koreshan State Park
The area showcases the captivat-
ing history of 19th century pioneers
known as the Koreshans, highlighted
by restored historic structures and
vibrant natural landscapes in Fort
Myers. Engage in various activities
like camping, canoeing and wildlife
observation, making it an inviting destina-
tion to discover a distinctive part of history
while enjoying outdoor recreation.
3800 Corkscrew Road, Estero | 239-992-0311

Lighthouse Beach Park

This location features a historic, oper-
ational lighthouse situated at the eastern
edge of Sanibel, overlooking the bay. Here,
you'll find a fishing pier with a T-dock, as
well as a boardwalk nature trail that mean-
ders through the native wetlands.

1 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island | 239-472-6397

Lovers Key State Park

The park provides tram rides to the
beach and options for renting paddling
equipment and beach necessities. Addi-
tionally, it features various activities, in-
cluding canoeing, hiking and observing
wildlife. Amenities available at the park
include a boat launch, a gift shop and a
Discovery Center.

8700 Estero Blvd., Bonita Springs | 239-707-6328

BEACHES & PARKS

PUNTA GORDA/ENGLEWOOD BEACH VISITOR & CONVENTION
BUREAU / COURTESY PHOTO

Tarpon Bay Beach
This popular beach, near Bailey’s Gro-
cery Store in the center of the island, offers
a lively atmosphere and easy access. Just
a short walk away, there is a public park-
ing lot that can accommodate 75 vehicles.
Enjoy the walking paths, nature trails and
convenient amenities such as restrooms
and showers.
111 Tarpon Bay Road, Sanibel Island | 239-472-6397

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

Audubon-Pennington Nature Park
Located near downtown Port Charlotte,
Audubon-Pennington Nature Park offers
a peaceful spot for picnicking, hiking and
nature photography. Managed by the Peace
River Audubon Society, the park includes
parking and a nature walk, allowing visi-
tors to explore trails like Sandhill and Ga-

tor Hole.
1153 Alton Road, Port Charlotte | 941-625-7529

Charlotte Harbor Preserve
State Park

Charlotte Harbor Preserve State
Park covers over 42,000 acres of vital
ecosystems, including mangrove for-
ests. It offers activities like boating and
fishing, protects five aquatic preserves
and contains significant cultural re-
sources, including evidence of prehis-
toric human activity.

12301 Burnt Store Road, Punta Gorda | 941-
575-5816

Don Pedro Island State Park
Don Pedro Island State Park, situ-
ated between Knight Island and Little
Gasparilla Island, offers activities like boat-
ing, hiking and snorkeling on its beautiful
one-mile sandy beach and mangrove bays.
Accessible only by private boat or ferry, the
park includes amenities such as a kayak
launch, fishing dock and picnic areas with-
in its 100-acre expanse on the Cape Haze
Peninsula.
8450 Placida Road, Cape Haze | 941-759-2007

Englewood Beach

Covering 12.67 acres, this beach is fa-
mous for its pristine white sands, crys-
tal-clear waters and breathtaking sunsets.
It boasts a 900-foot boardwalk along with
viewing pavilions, sports amenities and
playgrounds. Enjoy features such as barbe-
cue grills, basketball and volleyball courts,
birdwatching opportunities, fishing areas,
picnic shelters and restroom facilities.

2100 N. Beach Road, Englewood | 941-681-3742

Gilchrist Park
Gilchrist Park spans 11 acres along the

Prime Rib
Steaks & Chops

Voted Best
Prime Rib in
Southwest
lorida

and more...

0 239-415-4262  www.sunflowercafefl.com

Better Than Home-Cooked Meals

Soups and gravies made from scratch daily!

Seafood e Pastas

Full Bar | Open 7 Days a Week | Open 6:30am to 8:30pm
11410 SUMMERLIN SQUARE DRIVE FORT MYERS BEACH, FL 33931

Corner of Summerlin Road and San Carlos Blvd., next to the Murphy Express

N

The Community House
SANIBEL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

SCAN CODE FOR
EVENT CALENDAR

=

@scmbelcommum'yhouse

The Island Gathering Place, since 1927.

239-472-2155
2173 Periwinkle Way,
Sanibel, FL 33957
sanibelcommunityhouse.net

Events | Meetings | Celebrations | Weddings | Classes | Galas | Lectures | Conferences

Our mission is to enrich community spirit through educational, cultural,
and social gatherings in our historic Community House.
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waterfront between downtown and Fish-
ermens Village, offering amenities like a
playground, sports courts, a fishing pier
and picnic pavilions, as well as hosting
smaller events. Named after Governor Al-
bert Gilchrist, a prominent figure in Punta
Gordas history, the park includes the Bay-
front Center, which the YMCA operates for
community programs and rentals.

400 W. Retta Esplanade, Punta Gorda | 941-575-3367

Ollie’s Pond Park

A beautiful nature preserve in Port Char-
lotte that offers birding, fishing and serene
nature trails, making it a perfect spot for
dog walkers and nature enthusiasts.

18235 Avon Ave., Port Charlotte | 941-625-7529

Peace River Preserve

Peace River Preserve encompasses 450
acres of diverse ecosystems, including
scrubby flatwoods, mesic flatwoods and
mangrove swamps, providing crucial hab-
itat for scrub jays and other species. Man-
agement efforts, such as prescribed burn-
ing and thinning overgrown oaks, aim to
enhance habitat quality while addressing
the effects of historical fire suppression and
improving water drainage issues in the area.

28000 Sandhill Blvd., Punta Gorda | 941-613-3220

Port Charlotte Beach Park

Founded in 1972 and refurbished in
2012, this 16.08-acre coastal park features
sandy beaches and calm waters. It comes
equipped with BBQ grills, sports courts
and pavilions suitable for events. This loca-
tion is ideal for weddings, picnics and di-
verse recreational pursuits. Its picturesque
landscapes and beautiful sunsets through-
out the year offer a tranquil setting for any
occasion.

4500 Harbor Blvd., Port Charlotte
Park: 941-627-1628, Pool: 941-629-0170

Punta Gorda Nature Park
Punta Gorda Nature Park, a 21-acre
oasis in the Punta Gorda Isles neighbor-
hood, features pine palmetto forests and
salt marsh habitats. It includes a multi-use
trail, an observation deck and outdoor rec-
reational areas. The park staff works with
volunteers to enhance the space, offering
educational outdoor training and nature
lectures.
1623 Aqui Esta Drive, Punta Gorda

BEACHES & PARKS
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Audubon Corkscrew

Swamp Sanctuary
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary is a vital
13,000-acre wetland in Southwest Florida.
It is home to the largest remaining bald cy-
press forest and numerous endangered spe-
cies, including the wood stork and Florida
panther. The sanctuary’s mission is to pro-
tect and restore natural ecosystems while
supporting biodiversity, providing essential
habitat connections and ensuring the sus-
tainability of local water resources.
corkscrew.audubon.org | 239-348-9151

Barefoot Beach Preserve
Barefoot Beach Preserve spans 342 acres
and is one of the few remaining untouched
barrier islands along Floridas Southwest
coast. It serves as a refuge for various spe-
cies and a tranquil retreat.
505 Barefoot Beach Blvd., Naples | 239-252-4000

Big Cypress National Preserve
Spanning 729,000 acres, Big Cypress
National Preserve has been dedicated to
preserving natural landmarks since 1916
and attracts millions of visitors each year.
The preserve offers a variety of activities,
including scenic drives, hiking and rang-
er-guided programs, encouraging explora-
tion of its diverse ecosystems and cultural
heritage.
Nathaniel P. Reed Visitor Center
33000 Tamiami Trail E., Ochopee

Oasis Visitor Center
52105 Tamiami Trail E., Ochopee | 239-695-2000

Punta Gorda

PUNTA GORDA/ENGLEWOOD BEACH VISITOR & CONVENTION BUREAU / COURTESY PHOTO

Clam Pass Park
Covering 35 acres, Clam Pass Park
showcases a beautiful coastal environment
with a three-quarter-mile boardwalk that
leads visitors to its lovely sandy beaches.
The park features several amenities, such
as beach wheelchairs, bike racks, showers,
a complimentary tram service, guided na-
ture walks, a life jacket borrowing program,
an attended parking booth and onsite din-
ing and restroom facilities.
465 Seagate Drive, Naples | 239-252-4000

Collier-Seminole State Park
Collier-Seminole State Park covers over
7,271 acres, featuring distinctive wildlife,
towering royal palms and expansive man-
grove swamps. The park also highlights
historical elements, including the Bay City
Walking Dredge, which played a vital role
in constructing the Tamiami Trail Highway.
Enjoy a range of activities such as camping,
canoeing, hiking and wildlife observation.
20200 Tamiami Trail E., Naples | 239-393-7306

Conservancy of Southwest Florida

The Conservancy of Southwest Florida’s
21-acre Nature Center includes various
indoor and outdoor exhibits highlighting
the region’s unique ecosystem, featuring a
revamped Discovery Center with galleries
on invasive species and climate change. The
center also offers electric boat tours along
the Gordon River and educational pro-
grams on diverse wildlife topics.

1495 Smith Preserve Way, Naples | 239-262-0304

Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park
Delnor-Wiggins Pass State Park, a
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stunning 166-acre tropical landscape
featuring a mile-long stretch of beautiful
beach, offers a variety of activities such as
sunbathing, fishing, boating and wildlife
viewing. Take advantage of amenities like
beach wheelchairs and a beach shuttle
service from Conner Park, which is avail-
able due to limited parking. There is also
an accessible boat launch area for easy ac-
cess to Turkey Bay.

1135 Gulfshore Drive, Naples | 239-409-0637

Everglades National Park
The unique ecosystem of Everglades Na-
tional Park is home to various endangered
species, such as the Florida panther, man-
atee and American crocodile. For those
looking to experience the park’s natural
beauty, a boat tour through the Ten Thou-
sand Islands from Everglades City offers an
excellent opportunity to navigate the man-
grove islands and observe the diverse wild-
life that inhabits the area.
Gulf Coast Visitor Center

815 Oyster Bar Lane, Everglades City
305-242-7700

BEACHES & PARKS

Fakahatchee Strand Preserve
State Park

Florida’s largest state park features di-
verse landscapes, including scenic board-
walks, canoe-friendly rivers and tranquil
lakes, with trails perfect for hiking and
biking. Focused on conservation, it offers
opportunities for wildlife observation and
water activities. This park is also home to
unique plant and animal species found no-

where else in the continental U.S.
137 Coast Line Drive, Copeland | 239-961-1925

Fred W. Coyle Freedom Park

Occupying roughly 50 acres at the
Northeast corner of Goodlette-Frank
Road and Golden Gate Parkway, Freedom
Park includes a five-acre lake and about
3,500 feet of boardwalk. The site’s wetlands
have been restored by eliminating invasive
species and planting native plants. Collier
County Parks & Recreation offers educa-
tional programs in the facility, which is also
available for evening meetings.

1515 Golden Gate Pkwy., Naples | 239-252-4062

Lowdermilk Park

Lowdermilk Park is a premier beachfront
destination in Naples, offering amenities
like metered and unmetered parking, sand
volleyball courts, a childrens playground,
picnic tables, benches and restroom fa-
cilities. The park features two rental gaze-
bos and accessible beach paths with ADA
beach access mats, along with a concession
stand for snacks and refreshments.

1301 Gulf Shore Blvd. N., Naples | 239-213-3020

Nancy Payton Preserve
The Nancy Payton Preserve, spanning 71
acres in Collier County, serves as an essen-
tial sanctuary for endangered species, in-
cluding Florida panthers and bobcats. This
area is particularly dedicated to improving
habitats for gopher tortoises and red-cock-
aded woodpeckers within its pine flatwoods.
With 147 plant species thriving here, the
preserve offers smooth hiking trails that fa-
cilitate wildlife observation, making it a vital
contributor to the protection of biodiversity.
1540 Blue Sage Drive, Naples | 239-252-2961
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Naples beach & Pier
Naples beach and the iconic Naples Pier
feature beautiful white sandy shores and
a 1,000-foot structure extending into the
Gulf of Mexico, all near downtown. Fol-
lowing recent hurricanes, repair work is
ongoing due to significant damage.
2512th Ave. S., Naples | 239-213-1800

Picayune Strand State Forest
Picayune Strand State Forest is a revital-
ized 50,000-acre region vital to the ecology
of the Everglades. It enhances water qual-
ity and provides a variety of recreational
opportunities such as hiking, biking and
horseback riding. Formerly a failed sub-
division, the area now safeguards wildlife
habitats and facilitates outdoor activities,
including camping, fishing and seasonal
hunting.
212152nd Ave. SE, Naples | 239-348-7557

Vanderbilt Beach Park

Vanderbilt Beach Park, situated in the
sought-after North Naples region, is known

BEACHES & PARKS

Clam Pass :
beachinNaples = =

NAPLES, MARCO ISLAND & EVERGLADES CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU / COURTESY PHOTO

for its beautiful white sandy beaches. This
park is conveniently close to luxury hotels

and provides various amenities, including
bike racks and beach wheelchairs.
100 Vanderhilt Beach Road, Naples | 239-252-4000

South Marco Beach

South Marco Beach features a public
parking area on Swallow Ave., granting ac-

cess to one of the island’s two public beach-
es. This beach has 70 parking spots and
offers restroom facilities. A Beach Parking
Permit is needed for access. The area is
open from sunrise to sunset, and parking
on the street or swales in the South Beach
vicinity is prohibited.

930 S. Collier Blvd., Marco Island | 239-252-4000

WATERFRONT
PARADISE

Tarpon Lodge & Restaurant offers a tranquil getaway

steeped in “Old Florida” tradition and is famous for its
acclaimed dining and whispering Gulf breezes in an
“island casual” atmosphere.

Open daily 11:30am-9pm / (239) 283-3999

COME BY BOAT OR CAR: N 26.39.562 W 82.9.180
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FIVE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
To Elevate Your Travel Experience N

.

Preferred Travel & Co. - Naples, FL

Preferred Travel & Co. - Bonita Springs, FL
Landmark Travel - Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Anchor’s Away Cruises & Tours - Dunedin, FL
Anchor’s Away Cruises & Tours - The Villages, FL

PREFERRED TRAVEL
& COMPANY

™ (239) 2611177 @ preferrednaples.com




DESIGN WIT
CONFIDENC

Choose Your Comfort.
Choose Your Color.

MOHAWK

SmartStrand

FOREVER CLEAN

CoME VisiT Us AT OUR NEw LOCATION!

2400 TRADE CENTER WAY, NAPLES | 239.598.6800 WAYNE WILES
16240 US 41 SOUTH, FORT MYERS | 239.482.7600 FLOOR COVMERINGS

WAYNEWILES.COM BEO®
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PLAYEREDGE MINUTES AWAY CASINO

MUST BE AT LEAST 21 YEARS OLD TO PLAY SLOTS AND TABLE GAMES OR TO RECIVE UNITY CARD BENEFITS.

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW HAS A GAMBLING PROBLEM, PLEASE CALL 1.888. ADMIT.IT. F ROM MO R E H OT E L
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THE ART OF LIVING VIBRANTLY
CAYMAS

NAPLES
10 DESIGNER-DECORATED MODELS NOW OPEN

CAYMAS IS THE TALK OF THE TOWN

Caymas, Naples’ most successful new luxury lakefront community, offers an ideal location, extraordinary views and
amazing amenities, including the new sports park, with 6 tennis courts, 8 pickleball courts, a sports pro shop with
gathering space, and a spacious dog park. The spectacular 30,000-square-foot social clubhouse, now under construction,
will enrich the residential experience with resort-style pools, indoor/outdoor dining, fitness center, movie theater,
an indoor golf simulator, and much more. Nowhere else in Naples will you find such a grand selection of designer homes
paired with this exceptional level of lifestyle offerings.

Residences by Stock Luxury Homes and Pulte Homes.

Located 2 miles south of I-75 on the east side of Collier Boulevard.
9385 Caymas Terrace, Naples, FL 34113 | 239.249.6265

caymasnaples.com
Residences from $1 million
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